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“ving their capital in such hazardous and uncer- 
Te cheepcians. To say the least of the project, 
xwould be dangerous to all our interests in Cali- 
fornia and Oregon, to prostrate our mail service 
and cripple our intercourse with that distant por- 
tion of the Union. Weare told that the postal 
returns from these mail routes have been very 
insdequate to their expense, and that the new lines 
about to be proposed from the Committee on Na- 
yal Affairs will be still more objectionable on this 
gore. If these assertions were true, it would only 
cast us back on a principle which is now receiving 
(vor throughout the Union, that the diffusion of 
information through the mails is as legitimate a 
charge upon the general revenues of the Govern- 
ment as any other branch of the service. It would 
be strange, indeed, in this era of christianity and 
civilization, that it should be deemed entirely 

per to waste fifteen millions of dollars annually 
in the support of an army and navy, whose ap- 
propriate functions are to destroy life and property, 
whilst a single million is grudgingly withheld from 
the cultivation of ear relations with foreign 
nations, and the spread of their literature amongst 
our people. If such is the decision of Congress, 
in the name of my country, I appeal from its en- 
forcement to those whose interests are thus fatally 
betrayed. We may for many long years be com- 
pelled to pay our money for soldiers and seamen 
o guard our coasts and territories, and so long as 


@ itis necessary, my voice shall never be raised in 


opposition to their proper support and mainte- 
nance; but I earnestly trust that the time has for- 
ever passed away, when they will be regarded as 
favorite employees of Government, or that the 
principle will be sustained as orthodox, that the 
main business of society is‘to provide implements 
for its own destruction. No, no; the main object of 
our Government is peace and the diffusion of its 
blessings. War is a possible thing, and therefore 
must be provided for as acontingency. But the 
bulk of our revenues must, in the future, be em- 
gloyed in the enlarged and liberal advancement 
of ¢ivilization and the arts and sciences of life. 

Isit true, however, that our mail steamers have 
yielded little or no pecuniary returns for their out- 
lay? We have no data in regard to the Bremen 
line of steamers, and, therefore, all the assertions 
as to their losses are idle and conjectural. But we 
0 know, from authentic returns, that the Chagres 
and Panama lines have in the last year yielded 
from their postage on letters and papers within a 
few thousand dollars of the amount annually paid 
to them by the Government. The increase in their 
rewrns has been almost magical, and if it should 
continue in like proportion for a few years longer, 
will enable us to put the postage for California and 
Oregon on a similar basis with that now adopted 
throughout the rest ofthe Union. There is one gen- 
eral truth, moreover, applicable to all new enter- 
prises of this character, which seems to be totally 
forgotten by their opponenis—it requires time and 
Xperience to give them any fair experiment. Man- 
kind cannot and will not certainly appreciate the 
advantages of any new system. Radieal changes 
in the avenues of information and commerce are 
oe more or less gradual. But when the stream 
airly commences its flow, it rashes on with contin- 
ually accelerated force and volume until the channels 
- filled and the banks often overflowed by its vio- 
Reg tus wait patiently, then, for the full test of 
ime,and it will be soon enough to, abandon the sys- 
tem when its effects are fully discerned, Nations 
exist through long ages, and if their existence is 
to eae perpetual, it must be by a cautious 
. are to the advice of the great A 

’ 
et waa pean yy try all things, and hold fast to 

aving now, Mr. Chairman, passed rapidl 

over the arguments urged rath the oan 
panne of the employment by the Government 
{ aaa, steaners convertible into those of war, 
ties Cee the remainder of my time to a par- 
d investigation. of the merits of the plan in- 
roduced by coettiitmee for a connection with 

wo benefits proposed 

y forward, and chal- 
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lenge our undivided attention—the transporta- 
tion of free blacks from our coast to Liberia, and | 
the partial civilization of southern Africa. Are | 
these worthy objects, and sysceptible of accom- 
plishment by the means proposed? These are 
questions of vast and thrilling interest in what- 
ever light they are viewed. It isa fact, universally 
admitted in the North and South, that free persons || 
of color are doomed to h»peless inferiority and || 


| degradation so long as they remain within the 


limits of the United States. There is an instinct- 
ive and almost universal repulsion between them 
and the whites throughout the whole extent of the 
Union. Separated from the dominant race by 
original and distinctive marks in their physical 
organization, the difference of color completes the 
division, and renders the line of demarcation for- 
ever impassable. Whatever may be the arguments 
against such a state of opinion or society, the 
fact remains, far beyond the reach of reason or || 
authority; and bitter indeed are its fruits to both 
races, but more particularly to the free blacks. 
It is almost immaterial to them in what section 
of the country they are located, they are equally 
objects of pity, loathing, and inferiority, whether 
resident on the banks of the Hudson or the Mis- 
sissippi. Crowded together in our large cities they 
perform all the menial services of life, and are 
most’ frequently found in the sewers of squalid 
filth and penury. There are, no doubt, numerous 
exceptions to this general rule; but one feature of || 
their melancholy history is universal—they fill 
no stations of honor, they exercise no employ- 
ments of trust or profit, and the great objects of || 
life, ambition, fame, improvement, and progress, 
are tothem shadows without any corresponding | 
substance. They can have no esprif de corps, no 
nation, no name, and resemble very greatly the 
wandering Gypsies who once overspread modern 
Europe. The evils of such a position are incal- 
culable, and its misery is darkened by the hope- 
lessness of change. You afier year they fill the || 
records of crime and increase the great calendar 
of iniquity. In the southern States their presence 
is dangerous alike to the peace of the slave and 
the white man; they have been connected more or 
less with all the attempted insurrections in that 
quarter of the Union; their immunity from forced | 
labor is a standing reproach to the slave, and 
causes them often to grieve for a position which 
is really far more unhappy than that of slavery 
itself. This picture is not overcharged, and its 
living features are daily presented in all sections 
of thecountry. If we can, then, radically alter its || 
lineaments, and this can only be done by the ex- 
patriation of these persons, it is certainly our duty || 
to give every possible scheme for their removal | 
our utmost consideration. | 
It is not proposed by the plan of the Committee || 
on Naval Affairs to enforce their transportation || 
against their consent. Such a law would proba- | 
bly be unconstitutional on the part of Congress, 
and certainly inhuman in its operation on the pop- || 
ulation to whom it was applied; the whole system 
is voluntary, and intended as one of beneficence 
and mercy. 
Three steamers are intended to ply alternately || 
every three months from the ports of New York, 
Baltimore, and New Orleans, touching at other 
points for the reception of passengers. They are 
to be amply fitted for the accommodation of those | 
transported, with their age and provisions. | 
They will carry and bring letters from those in | 
Africa to their brethren in America, and vice | 
versa, so that information will be widely diffused 
as to the benefits of the colonization, and their 
mode of treatment onheir voyage. 
It is said, Mr. Chairman, that but comparatively || 
few free blacks have as yet been induced to emi- | 
rate, and that this scheme will prove idle and || 
illusory, from the same causes which have been | 
hitherto in operation. This assertion is hazarded | 


without cue reflection as to the changes to be pro- 


| terra incognito. 
| voyages to that country, vastly diminishes their 
| interest in the whole matter, 
| impress strongly on the minds of ignorant persons 


| certain. 
| tablishment of this line of steamers, ) emancipation 


| southern States, including m 


| portation. 


setters 


onization Society to enlighten the understanding 
of free negroes in regard to the location, products, 
and climate of Liberia, it still remains to them a 
The length and infrequency of 


It is impossible te 


the character or value of any object, unless through 
sight. They listen to tales of wealth and splen- 
dor, from the mouths of those who are better in- 
formed, but when they are required to prove their 
faith by action, and desert the only home they have 


| ever known, for one from which a chance (raveler 


has now and then returned, it is not strange that 
the proffered boon is refused, and even slavery at 
home preferred to this distant exile. If our steam- 
ships should be enabled to make four or five voy- 


| ages annually to the coast of Africa, bringing back 


samples of its productions, with letters from those 
who have emigrated, commending its soil, climate, 
and productions—if those who have resided there 
for years, should revisit their native land, and give 
living evidence to their brethren of the happiness 
and wealth to be acquired by removal to Liberia, — 


| these considerations must and would operate pow~ 


erfully upon our resident blacks. The immigration 
at first would probably be slow and hesitating, but 
after a few hundred individuals had been persuad- 
ed to embark, the same causes which now oper- 
ate in doubling European emigration to our shores 
would hasten the departure of numbers. One 
member of a family having gone, would induce the 
remainder soon to follow, and thus thousands 
would at length be ready and willing to retrace 
their steps towards their ancestral land. 

lf I should be mistaken in these views, and but 
few blacks who are now free can ever be induced 
to emigrate, there is one result which would be 
In all the southern States, (after the ee- 


would be entirely predicated on the consent of 
the slaves to their emigration to Liberia. This 
is even now the established policy of many of the 
own; but it would 
be most rigorously enforced if there were a cheap, 
convenient, and expeditious mode for their trans- 
The most liberal and philanthropic 
master, on giving the boon of freedom, might 


| well insist on placing his freed men in a situa- 


tion that would finally be most advantageous to 


| themselves, and not incompatible with the safety 


of those of his own race and kindred. Wha 
ever may be the disposition of the citizens of 
other slave States, | can speak for many of those 


| of my own State (Tennessee) in saying, that if 


they could get clear of their slaves on terms of 
humanity and policy to their State, they would 
readily do so. Within my own district, in the 
last twenty years, very many negroes have been 
emancipated in the face of our stringent laws on 
the subject; hundreds more would have been dia- 
charged, if there had been any avenues opened for 
their safe and happy removal from the country. 
Persona of wealth dying without children, and 


having long been connected with their secvanisa 
| as their masters and guardians, feel oftentimes an 


invincible repugnance to scattering their slaves 
amongst collateral relations, thus breaking up 
family ties, and rending asunder the hallowed as- 
sociations of a lifetime. In all these cases, eman- 
cipation and transportation would be an agreeabie 
and happy mode of avoiding the difficulty, if it 
could be accomplished with humanity to the slaves 
themselves. 

The State of Tennessee, for very many years, 


| paid ten dollars a head for the transportation of 


each free black to the coast of Africa. She was 
reluctantly compelled, a few years since, to repeal 
this salutary law, in order to prevent the fell spirit 
of abolitionism from visiting us under the guisé 
of colonization. If, however, our citizens could 
be satisfied that everything was bona fide, and 
colonization alone intended, she would giadly re- 


duced in the inclination of men by the diffusion of i new her policy. Virginia bas appropriated forty 
information from Liberia, with the speedy and | thousand dollars annually to the same noble ob- 


nt means of transit to its shores. 
_ Notwithstanding all the noble efforts of our Col- | 


ject. Maryland has herself a separate rey on 
\ ‘the coast of Africa, and all the other States of the 
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Union, whether slave or free, have adopted, or no 
doubt will adopt, the same liberal course of policy. 
These views may, and no doubt will, be regard- 


ed as heterodox by many of my southern friends. | 


They are, however, the result of my deepest 
conviction, and so far from being dangerous or 
inimical to the institution of slavery, their appli- 
cation and extension into practice ie its only true 
safeguard and protection. My only answer, there- 


~ 











on the details of this particular measure. It is pro- 
posed by the contractors for this new line, to carry 


‘to the shores of Africa from fifteen hundred to 


twenty-five hundred free persons of color on each 


|| trip, to be paid ten dollars a head for each person 
|| from the Colonization Society or the States, and 


forty thousand dollars per trip from the General 
Government. They are to carry and bring the mails 
from Africa, to touch on their return at some de- 


fore, to them is in the language of the great Apostle: || signated ports on the Mediterranean, and at Liver- 


** After the way that some call heresy, 
the God of my fathers.” 

The exploration and civilization of Southern 
Africa has long been a favorite scheme of philan- 
thropy with the best spirits of Great Britain and 
the Uhited States. Pity and remorse for the in- 
numeérable wrongs perpetrated upon her barbarous 
and simple children have greatly increased this 
noble feeling. The map of her country has been 
rolled up almost from the foundation of the world; 
she has no history, and scarcely a tradition. Now 
and then a solitary and adventurous traveler has, 
at the risk of his life, penetrated her interior, and 
brought “back wondrous tales of her population, 


I worship 


given only a glimpse of the truth, and left us more 
anxious to change and ameliorate her condition. 
The Engtish have made settlements and acquired 
territory in the neighborhood of the Cape of Good 
Hope, and are gradually extending their power 
end influence in all the surrounding country. We 
have established a feeble colony at Liberia, which, 
under the voluntary and munificent patronage of 
a few leading men, is now slowly and painfully 
extending itself into the interior of the peninsula. 
It has been amply shown by the able report of the 
distinguished chairman of the Committee on Naval 


pool or London. The expenses of their voyages 


|| will be far greater than any compensation received 


|| either for free negroes or transportation of the 
' mails, But they hope to reimburse themselves by 
|| emigrant passengers from Europe, and other sources 


| of emolument. 


These hopes may fail, and the 


‘|| whole scheme may be sunk. We are entering 
| upon an untried ocean, and can only look dimly 


1 
| 


| 
} 


through the vista of coming years. 
pect is fair, and the probability in favor of success. 


But the pros- | 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 
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| 


|| This is all that can ever be predicated of any new | 


| enterprise; and when the object is good and suc- | 


'| cess probablé, we ought never to hesitate, and sink 
|| back ipon our doubts and fears. 
habits, and customs; but these feeble lights have | 


If we should fail now, m 


|| general objects are concerned, would still be, ** nil 


|| desperandum est.”’ 


If we cannot colonize Africa, 


|| and send our free negroes there, we must try the 
|| West India Islands, and search along the whole | 
'| coast of South America, for some point where we 


| 


'| in our midst without danger to us and misery to 


It is the part, therefore, of statesmen and | 
'| philanthropists to provide a speedy and effectual 


|| them. 


of this region is very fertile, and that it will and | 
may produce articles fit and proper for sale and | 


transportation. 
root, potatoes, and tropical fruits, can be grown to 
an almost unlimited extent, and the genial clime 
will reproduce several times during the year. The 


Coffee, dyewoods, ginger, arrow- || 


} 
| 


hitherto, in the intercourse with the barbarous tribes || 
of the country, peaceful civilization has preserved || 
a preponderance. Instead of our free blacks sinking || 


back into the barbarism of their ancestral land, the 
native tribes have advanced in the career of civili- 
zation and improvement. The great danger to our 
Liberian colony is in the fact, that this happy re- 


sult may not be continued, and they may finally | 


be overwhelmed in barbarism from their unre- 
sirained intercourse with their neighbors. Only 


semi-civilized themselves, and so far removed from | 


the sustaining power and influence of the whites, 


it is a melancholy but not impossible event, that 
they may be swallowed up in the barbaric dark- 


ness that overspreads the land. Their only shield 


against such a catastrophe will consist in their fre- 
quent intercourse with our shores, and the constant 
infusion of new elements of population from their 
former homes. It would bea burning shame upon 


our Republic, if the light of this infant colony 
should 


neglect of its parent. 


e extinguished from the parsimony and 
We now pay a large sum, 
under the treaty of Washington in 1843, for sus- 
taining a fleet on the African coast, in order to 
prevent the slave trade; yet it is of but little prac- 
tical use in accomplishing this object, whilst it is 
notorious that the Liberian colonists, by negotia- 
tion and purchase, have broken up several slave 
markets, and done much to cast discredit on the 


j 





| 


| 
| 
j 
| 
| 


| advancement of human happiness. 
climate is admirably fitted for the negro race, and || 


| which had been proposed to this bill. 


may plant our standard and make homes for these 
unfortunate persons. They cannot go on increasing 


remedy for this evil. We may spend millions in 


| these attempts, but we are now continually wasting 
Affairs, [Mr. Sranron, of Tennessee,] that the soil || 


our means on inferior objects of policy, and ought 
not to shrink from those which are so much nobler 
and better. Whatever may be the course of others 
on these subjects, my policy is fixed; and so long 
as my voice is heard in the national councils, it shall 
still be raised in the cause of philanthropy and the 
The modes of 
their accomplishment may be feeble and unsatis- 
factory, but the sweet remembrance will remain, 
of having dared to do all that became a man in the 
struggle for their success. 


Mr. SCHENCK aaid, he should not detain the | 
committee by entering into a discussion as to the | 


propriety of adopting any of the amendments 
He should 
neither discuss the proposition for establishing a 
line of steamers to run to the coast of Africa, nor 


| any other proposition in relation to the mail service, 


} 
| 


, et woul 


at this time. That subject had been thoroughly 4 


discussed by other gentlemen on that floor. So 
far as the African line was concerned, he would 
say, however, that there were gentlemen in that 
House, from all sections of the Union, who could 
not discover in the establishment of that line the 
bugbear which seemed to present itself to the 
mind of the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. 
Venasie.} It was sufficient for him at present to 


motto, so far as the | 


} 





|| say in regard to that Itne, that if the amendment 


roviding for its establishment should be proposed, 


vote for it, or if the proposition were 


|| brought forward in a separate bill, he would vote 


|| for it. 


| understood as committing himselfas to any par- 
| ticular plan in regard to any line of mail steamers. 
He should reserve to himself the privilege of being 





|| plan proposed. They had 


But in saying this, he did not wish to be 


| governed by adue regard to the merits of the 


had, yesterday, from 


whole trade through their connection with the || the gentleman from Missouri, an extended history 


native tribes. 


mons were equally divided in opinion at their last | 
vession, on the policy and propriety of further 


| 


The committee of the English House of Com- | 


| 


} 





of the whole system of ocean mail steamers. And 


that gentleman, not finding a proposition actually 


maintaining their fleets on the coast of Africa for || of the bill itself, had gone aside to find wind-mills 


the restraint of the slave trade. 


vantages have attended this system, and so little 
has heen accomplished by it in the great cause of | 


humanity, that public opinion is already staggered | 


in England, and may shortly be altogether changed. 
If se, colonization would then remain as the only 
stake which philanthropy could play in this great 


game for human amelioration and happiness. 
Having thus hestily glanced at the two 

nent advantager to be achieved b 

familiarly known as the “ Ebony ti 


romi- 
what is here || had presented yesterday. He was glad to hear 
ne,”’ and de- | from the gentleman, however, that he did not con- 


a 





So many disad- || to combat with, in the memorial that had hereto- 
| fore been presented to the 


House. 


before the House in relation to the subject, either 
in the shape of an amendment or of a provision 


Mr. PHELPS (the floor being temporarily 
yielded to him) made a few remarks, which, 


owing to his position, the Reporter was unable to 


ear. 
Mr. SCHENCK (resuming) said, it certainly 


appeared to him that the gentlemun from Missouri 
was wrong in the course of argument which he 


monstrated, as far as in my power, their inherent | sider either of these two schemes as athong those 
good, and the general feasibility of their accom- 
plishment, it only remains to say a few more words 


| 





| 


that he regarded as visionary, The gentleman from 
Missouri and himself would probably agree so far 


| 


1} 
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as that was concerned; and they would Probabi 
agree, too, in what he was about to say, that so f 
as these various lines of mail steamers were co... 
cerned, he, for one, intended to vote for or Seen 
as all of them according to what might an. 
to the merits of such line when eecnud an 
the consideration of that House. fr present e 
did not think it necessary to go into any such or,. 
eral discussion on the subject of mail Metin o 
some gentlemen had deemed proper to indulge j 8 
Nevertheless, that he believed that all had been sai 
in reference to this proposed African line was un- 
doubtedly pertinent to the subject that was imme. 
diately before the House, because notice had been 
given by the honorable chairman of the 
tee on Naval Affairs that he intended to offer ap 
amendment embracing @ proposition for the estab. 
lishment of such a Tine; and all that he had to aq 
in relation to that was, that having given the gut. 
ject some consideration, both in the committee and 
out of it, the gentleman did intreduce his amend. 
ment be was prepared to vote for it. 

But what he wished more particularly to speak 
of at this time—what he desired especially to jn. 
vite the attention of the committee to, was a gen. 
eral view of the naval bill as it was brought for. 
ward, proposing appropriations for that branch of 
the public service. There had been a discussion 
of some two days upon this naval appropriation 
bill, and except an incidental allusion—consisting 
for the most part, he believed, of attacks upon it 
bat little had been said concerning the bill itself, 
orany of its details. This wasthe only opportunity 
that had been presented to him to make any re- 
marks in reference to the bill, and as a member of 


Commit. 


| the Naval Committee, he purposed now, in as brief 


a manner as possible, to submit some remarks to 
the House and to the country in regard to the bill 
in its general features. And he did so for the pur. 
pose of replying to the assumptions and charges 
which were continually being made, that of all the 
branches of the public service, that which called 
for the most extravagant, the most enormous, and 
therefore improper appropriations, was the navy. 
Sir, (continued Mr. S.,) 1 do not believe it to be so. 
And now let me ask the attention of the committee 
to a few considerations conneeted with the bill, and 
the items of appropriation which the bill contains. 

It is the fashion, sir, to abuse the navy. lt is 
the fashion to attack the appropriations-for the 
navy. Every one who takes the trouble to observe 


| the proceedings of Congress at all must be aware, 


that in a popular body like this there must always 








be some safety-valve through which the surplus 
steam and gas may expend itself. Sometimes the 
subject of cavil and complaint is one thing and 
sometimes another. Just noweit happens to be, 
with certain gentlemen, the oa I remember that 
there was once—it was before I had a seat in this 
body—a characteristic expression of John Quincy 
Adams, introduced imto one of his messages to 
Congress, that brought down all the accumulated 
wrath of the Democracy. He spoke of a light- 
house in the sky, as @ figurative expression fora 
National Observatory, or something of that sort. 
Well, sir, the phrase was reéchoed everywhere 
from the stump, as if it had been some enormous 
thing that must necessarily shake the Republic to 
its very centre—as if it was something that was 
going to endanger the liberties of the people. It 
was made to answer the purpose of good Demo- 
cratic thunder for several years. In the progress 
of reason, however, and good sense, the Congress 
of the United States, under the name of a depot of 
charts, established a National Observatory; and it 
was found that we had scientific men among the 
officers of our navy. Some of them were detailed 
to the discharge of duty in this Observatory; and 
the result of their labors has been to furnish & 
large addition to the stock of scientific information 
for the benefit of the whole world. Latterly we 
have heard nothing more about light-houses in the 
sky. The theme had served its purpose, and been 
abandoned. After awhile it became the fashion (0 
abuse the Military Academy at West Point, as" 
institution where young lordiings were educal 
and prepared to oppress with iron-heel the peop! 
of this country, a great deal of similar trash, 
which it is not necessary to repeat. It was harpe 
upon to a great extent by gentlemen who ae 
want of some such hobby, and a great quantity 
Democratic thunder was expended upon thet theme. 
By and by we had a war with Mexico, and it wes 
found that this Military Acade-ny, which had bees 
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me 
eootinual topic of abuse on this floor, and the 
: priations for the support of which barely es- 
‘ed defeat, furnished to the country capable and 
mplished officers—men who were the most 
eficient in service, and, consequently, came again 
jpto such repute that we have since that period 
only occasional whispers of disapprobation, 
faint and few, and far between. I remember, too, 
shat the Smithsonian Institution was at first regarded 
py some as & fair subject of attack, and a quantity 
of thunder was bestowed upon it, as being another 
of the aristocratic inatitutions of the age. But 
when it came to be considered that it took nothing 
out of the Treasury, and that it would not come 
ear after year asking appropriations from Con- 
eas; that it was founded by the munificence of a 
ntleman abroad who took this method of show- 
ing the confidence he felt in the institutions of this 
country, gentlemen drew back, and we heard no 
more groans and no more clamor on that subject. 
And without recapitalating «!} the hobbies. 
creat and small, which have been ridden by eto- 
nomical gentlemen, here is the navy, year after 
ear, session after session, comes in for its share 
of this sort of abuse. Well, sir, there is some 
plausibility in the attacks that are made on the 
navy appropriation bill, foundéd on the fact that, 
judging from the aggregate amount of the appro- 
priations contained in that bill, it seems to be the 
most expensive branch of the public service, how- 
ever necessary and however large the benefit to be 
derived from it. The aggregate amount of ap- 
propriations contained in the bill is certainly very 
large; but it will be found that a very large 
proportion of those appropriations are for pur- 
poses and objects which are entirely disconnected 
with the navy proper. This bill, as has been 
stated, proposes to appropriate some six millions 
of dollars for the public service. Now, I am not 
going at this moment into a defence of the navy. 
lam not going to speak of the valuable services 
it has performed, nor of the servites which I 
trust it is destined yet to perform. I shall not de- 
tain the committee by adverting to the absolute 
necessity thereis, that our maritime interests 
should be protected, extending as they do 
from sea to sea. I shall not now speak of the 
necessity not only for having a navy, but for hav- 
ing such a navy as will do credit to a great com- 
mercial nation; but I intend merely to speak of 
the appropriations that are contained in this bill. 
Whatever plausibility there may be in the attacks 
that are made upon it, founded on a general view 
of the aggregate amount of the appropriations, 
there is great unfairness in it. Suppose this bill 
does contain appropriations to the amount of six 
millions of dollars; upon examining the bill you 
will find, first, that quite a large item is for the sup- 
port of your hydrographical office and coast sur- 
vey. And this is an object of vast importance, 
connected with various er interests of the Gov- 
ernment. Itincludes ak -e survey of all the pub- 
lic domain in the intern: This portion of the 


eee 





expenses of the Government amounts to $35,135. | 


If you go a little further you will find an appro- 
priation for the Naval School at Annapolis, an 
institution connected with the naval service. 
And here let me remark, that when gentlemen 
get up and contrast the army and navy, and 
speak of their comparative advantages and com- 
parative extravagance, let them remember that 
the army has a very great advantage over the 
navy, in this, that the appropriations that are 
made for the auxiliaries, or the institutions con- 
hected with the army, are made by separate bills. 
For instance, the appropriation for the support 
of the Military Academy at West Point is always 
made in a separate bill. Thus these appropria- 
lions seem not to belong to this branch of the ser- 
vice. Again, in the civil and diplomatic appro- 
= bill, you provide many thousands of dol- 
ars for the coast survey, to be expended under the 
direcuon of the department. The appropriation 
for the coast survey proper, you put in the civil 
and diplomatic a iation bills, bat is itall there? 
Is it all seen and understood ? By no means. 
The coast survey employs hundreds, I might 
Sees ay the sailors of the United 

les navy. The officers of the navy, too, are 
aon in that service, many of them. Some 
o ddinamoas are so engaged; but most 


Seneraily officers of the navy are engaged, and 
La su engaged, - making these sur- 
ey¢ along your coast; and not only hydrographi- 
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rveys, but extending their labors to « topo- 
qouphical survey. Some of the vessels belonging 
to the navy as well as those which belong to the 
revenue service are engaged im the coast survey. 
And what is the consequence? These vessels cost 
something from year to year for repairs. ‘These 
officers and seamen thus employed must be paid. 
And here is a large appropriation for surveying the 
coast—a very meritorious service, by the way, and 
of very great advantage to our merchant marine. 
A great portion of the expenge of this work is ap- 
propriated for, disguised as it were, by the naval ap- 
propriation bill. The largest item is for the pay 
of the men and officers, and a large number of 
these men and officers and vessels are not occupied 
in the naval service at all, but in this service of the 
coast survey exclusively. I do not wish to be un- 
derstood as complaining of this. I have merely 
referred to these facts by way of explaining how 
it is that this appropriation bill is swelled so far | 
beyond what is in the strict sense of the term, the 
appropriation for the navy itself. 

Again: take the mail servic. Here, it is true, 
you have an appropriation bill presented as con- | 
taining the aggregate expense of keeping up the | 
navy. And yet, out of that aggregate amount, 

ou should deduct $874,000 for the mail service. 

t is true, upon the happening of a contingency— | 





upon the occurrence of a war, it is expected that || 


the steamers engaged in this mail service may be 


converted into war steamers; and upon the faith of || 


that contingency it may be argued that this item 
of expense belongs properly to the naval service; 


+ 
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will not require an appropriation annually. Gentle- 
men need not consider these items, therefore, as 
expenses to be incurred year after year; and I 
| might say the same with regard to the magazines. 
The amount appropriated for the various navy- 
— is upwards of fourteen thousand dollars. 
large part of these appropriations for the ship- 
yards is for extendipg the permanent works, 
| erecting ship houses, and walls, and extending the 
ground to be occupied, and other objects of that 
sort. And to these the same remarks will apply 
| ag in reference 4o the docks themselves—that is, 
that these expenses will not be recurring year after 
| yemr. 
, Then we have an appropriation for the marine 
| corps; and gentlemen may consider that av being 
a branch of the navy with much propriety, as re- 
gards being provided for in the same general ap- 
propriation bill. You propose to bestow some 
three hundred and seventy thousand dollars for 











|| keeping up your marine corps, and to defray the 
1 various expenses incident to that branch of the 
‘| naval service. This might as well, perhaps, be 


| provided for in a separate bill; but pass all that by. 
| Taking it in any point of view, here are more than 
| three millions of dollars for schools, docks, mail 
_ service—for items of various kinds which are no 
| part of the naval appropriation bill proper, but 
| which have, according to the practice of this House, 
+ happened to be grouped together in this navy bill. 

While kindred subjects, so far as the army ap- 
| propriatiots are concerned, are separated, in the 


|| case of the navy they are associated, and form an 





but it is nothing more thana bare possibility. And | 
yet, instead of classifying this appropriation under 
ee head, it is saddled upon the navy | 
bill. 
single item, going to swell the amount, which so 
frightens gentlemen, in this bill to the sum of six 
millions of dollars. 

Proceeding a little further, you find an appro- 
priation for publishing a Nautical Almanac. Itisa 
thing that is done in other countries, though it is 
not.by any means for the exclusive service of the 
navy. Itis a publication which is to contain, in 
part, the results of these scientific labors and ex- 
periments at the National Observatory. It is in- 
tended for the benefit of commerce everywhere, 


extending advantages more directly to the mer- | 


chant service than to the navy. And yet it all 


goes to swell the amount of the naval appropria- | 


tions. 


Again: if you look further along in the bill, you | 


will find four or five appropriations for docks and 
dock-yards. Now it is true that this may be con- 
sidered as appertaining to the naval service, and 
therefore proper to be put into the naval appropria- 
tion bill. But it must be remembered that these 
are appropriations for objects of a permanent char- 


acter, and that when completed—and these appro- | 


priations will, I believe, complete every one of 


them—they cease to be, except for mere incidental | 


repairs comparatively of slight consequence, any 
longer a charge upon the Government. Appro- 
priations for these objeets will not have to be re- 


peated every year; and yet because they are casu- | 


ally here this year, swelling the naval appropriations 
to six millions of dollars, you complain of the 
expenses of the navy being prodigious. 

How did you with regard to your fortifications? 
Let me go back a little for the sake of a compari- 
son. You have made large appropriations for 
fortifications on the sea-board. But you did not 
put those appropriations in your army bill, al- 
though you put the appropriations for dock-yards 
in the navy bill; and the consequence is, the array 
gets the reputation of being the less costly branch 
of the service. Sir, if you put your appropria- 
tions for fortifications in a separate bill, you might 
with the same propriety put the appropriations 
for docks and dock-yards in a separate bill; 
thus taking away from the aggregate of the naval 


appropriations by which you are gomuch alarmed. | 


ell, this item taken away will make a trifle over 
a million and a — of dollars subtracted from 
this aggregate of six millions, which frightens you 
so much. And for these appropriations you will 
not be called on again next year, or the year afier; 
though it may be that docks may have to be 
buik at San Francisco, or elsewhere, for the bene- 
fit of our vessels on the Pacific, and a further ap- 
propriation made for that purpose; but so far as 
these particular works are concerned they will be 
completed by the appropriations of this year, and 


Now here is almost a million of dollars in a | 


|| aggregate of appropriations which startles genile- 


men into the belief that it is something that is going 
| to involve us in national bankruptcy and ruin. 
|| _ Sir, the principal object I had in view in addreas- 
|| ing the committee at this time, was to set forth 
|| these facts. I do not propose to enter into the 
|| general discussion of the subjects which have been 
| dwelt upon at much length by gentlemen already, 
| but [ do wish to call the attention of the House 
|| and the country to the fact, that this fashion of 
|| abusing the navy on the ground of its being so 
|| costly a branch of the public service, is not founded ~ 
|| in equity or justice. I wish the fact to be dis- 
|| tinetly and clearly understood, that while six mil- 
|| lions are appropriated by this bill, there are in fact 
but three millions that may be regarded as the an- 
nually recurring expenses of the navy proper. But 
if this mode of regarding the subject—which seems 
| a favorite mode with some gentlemen—be contin- 
ued, if the appropriations for these different ob- 
|| jects—the schools, the mail service, and so on—are 
not to be separated from the general naval appre- 
\ priations, it seems to me that it is but right, at 
|| least, that the attention of the country should be 
| called to the fact, that all these objects are com- 
bined, and the naval appropriation swelled, by 
grouping them together and including them under 
|| the head of appropriations for the navy. 
The gentleman from Massachusetts reminds me 
|| that the reason why the navy appropriation bills 
, have, within the last few years, grown so large, 
| and so apparently out of proportion, is especially 
to be found in the introduction of the appropria- 
|| tions for a number of docks. 
|| Iwill not now go into the question, whether there 
| ought to bea dock at Charleston, one at Ports- 
| mouth, and one at Philadelphia, as well as one at 
|| New York; nor whether it is requisite, for the bene- 
| fit of that portion of the naval service that is em- 
| ployed in the Gulf of Mexico, that there should 
be a dock at Pensacola; nor whether it would be 


appropriate hereafter to give money to construct a 
| dock on the Pacific coast, so that our vessels upon 
|| that station would not have to come round Cape 
|| Horn to be repaired. Without going into the 
| question as to the propriety of erecting these docks 
at all—especially the multiplication of docks along 
the Atlantic coast—it is not in our discretion 
whether we will make the appropriations which 
are here pro to be made for docks; because, 
whetherappropriately or not, Congress has thought 
|| proper to authorize their construction; and by 
|| putting these various provisions in this appropria- 
tion bill, it is swelled to an enormous extent, while 





| 
| 


| 





they are no part of the naval appropriations legiti- 
mately. 

The gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Ewine,} 
a gentleman from the interior, has addressed the 
committee at considerable length, in vindication of 
the navy; and I was glad to see that defence come 
from a fresh-water gentleman, rather than from 
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those who emell of the salt and epray of the ocean, | 
becauag it denotes a healthy state of public feeling | 
in relation to the subject—it shows that prejudices } 
ere laid aside, and that liberal and enlightened || 
views prevail, And, sir, I think that the country | 
is indebted to the gentleman who is the chairman | 
of the naval committee,—a gentleman unuer whom | 
] have been always glad to serve,—a gentleman | 
from the interior too, for the liberal and just spirit 
that he has manifested in regard to the naval ser- 
vice generally, which afew years ago seemed to 
helong exclusively to gentlemen on the sea-boarg. | 
lam glad to see this Congress disposed to do jus- | 
tice,—that it is demonstrated that the same god | 
feeling towards this arm of the service exists in | 
one part of the Union as in another. 

And here jet me say that it was for the purpose | 
of fostering and promoting this spirit, that ona | 
former occasion I moved and caused to be inserted | 
in the navy bill, a provision declaring that there- 


ca 


from the various congressional districts through- 
out the United States. 
thus selected having his circle of friends, and their 
interest being attracted and directed to this service, 
information must necessarily be disseminated in 
regard to it, and the people throughout the whole 


Union be made to feel that the United States Navy || 
was the property, not of a particular section, but || 
This is a right || 


of the people of the whole Union. 
and ee feeling in regard to any branch of the | 
service. Unfortunate, indeed, would it'be for this | 
country if the day should come when, in reference | 
to any interest or any branch of the public service, | 
whether civil or military, it should bewegarded as | 


appertaining to one section, and to one alone, and | 
that the rest were only interested in watching and | 


struggling that it should get nothing, or that it 
should not get too much support. 
I believe, sir, that I have alluded to as many of | 
these items as it is necessary for me to do. | have | 
accomplished all that | had in view—although | 
expected to have done it in fewer words. When 
} 


IT asked the committee to look at this appropria- 

tion bill, not as appropriating the whole sum of 

six millions of dollars as the annual appropriation | 
required for the support of our naval establish- | 
ment, and not as an expense likely to be increased | 
from year to year, as has been unjustly alleged, | 
but to analyze the bill, to look at its various items, 

and say whether they qught not properly to be ap- | 
propriated under different heads. 

Mr. FEATHERSTON said, I am surprised, | 
Mr. Chairman, et my extraordinarily good for- | 
tune in getting the floor, even at this late moment | 
of the discussion. I have been a constant appli- || 
cant for your favor for the last two days, since 
this bill has been under discussion, but unfortu- ] 
nate until the present hour; and | do not know | 
thet the floor would now be assigned me if there | 
was any other contestant; but the debate must close | 
in fifteen minutes, under the resolution adopted by || 
the House, and the struggle for the floor has | 
ceased. Why this has been so, I shall not now | 
stop to inquire. 

i have a few remarks to submit on the amend- | 
ment offered by the chairman of the Committee || 
on Naval Affairs, [Mr. Srawron,] to the appro- | 
priation bill now under consideration. That amend- 
ment is the bill some weeks since reported by | 
him for the establishment of a line of mail steam- 
evs to ran regularly between some of our ports | 
and the western coast of Africa. I am opposed, | 
sir, to this whole system of ocean mai! steamers, 
and hence my anxiety in seeking the floor for the last | 
two days, to embrace the last opportunity during | 
this session of placing before the country my rea- | 
sons for auch opposition. I desired to examine it ! 
in all ite bearings, its origin and progress, that the | 
injustice and tendency of the system might be 
a exposed. All the objectione which apply 
to the different lines now established, are with ad- 
ditiona! force applicable to this African or Ebony 
lime proposed by the gentleman from Tennessee, | 
[Mr. Srawron.] 

1 am opposed to the ocean mail steam system, 
because it kubverts the well-established policy of 
the Post Office Department—a policy founded in 
justice and equity. What is that policy? It is | 
that the Post Office Department should sustain it- 
self, and mot become a tax upon the general Treas- 
ury; that ihe revenues derived from the offices of 
that branch of the public service should pay the 
expenses of that department of the Government. 


|| some eight or nine millions more. 


| inhabit the States of this Union? 
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peace until this ocean mail system was established 
id March, 1845. This policy is just, and should 
be adhered to. It rests upon the principle, that 
those who derive the benefits from this department 
of the Government should pay the expenses of 
keeping it up; in-other words, that those whose 
letters, papers, &c., are carried by the mails, 
shovld pay the expense of such transportation, 
and not tax the balance of the community with it. 
Such seems to have tgen the opinion of statesmen 
in the earlier and better days of the Republic. 


steamers. This Government is now under con- 
tract for one million three hundred thousand dol- 


| 
» This policy has been overthrown by the mail 


| lars per annum for the transportation of the mails 
| in ocean steamers between some few of our sea- 


These con- 
Thirteen millions is, 


port cities and foreign governments. 
tracts are to jast ten years. 


| then, the aggregate sum which we have already 
nfter officers for the naval service should be selected | 


agreed to pay for this service. Pass the amend- 


| ment of the gentleman from Tennessee, establish 
Each one of the officers || 


this African line, ahd you will add to that sum 
This contract 
| is for fifteen years from the time all the vessels are 


|| ready for use. You will then have incurred a debt 


of upwards of twenty millions-of dollars for the 
foreign transportation of the mails. But the sys- 
tem will not stop here. There are other memorials 
now before Congress for otuer lines, and until the 
whole globe has been encompassed and encircled 
in this system, no stopping-place will be found. 
Now, sir, for whose benefit are these large ap- 
propriations of the people’s money made? Not for 
the benefit of the people, but for the exclusive 
benefit of the mercantile interests in a few of the 
large cities. Why, sir, one of these lines is from 
New York to Bremen, for which the Government 


|| pays about four hundred thousand dollars per an- 


num, and the postage derived from it was for the 
first year about twenty-nine thousand dollars. 
Who is benefited by this line but afew mer- 
chants in the city of New York. The great mass 
of the American people have no other interest in 
it than to pay the money which sustains it, 

Sir, whilst millions are thus paid out from the 
public Treasury for the benefit of some of the 
cities on the coast in carrying their letters to other 
governments, what is done for the great agricul- 


| tural interests, the toiling millions, the honest yeo- 


manry of the country, the masses of citizens who 
The whole cost 
of carrying the mail in the interior through all the 
States, and including all cost, is $2,745,720 per 
annum. This is done for their benefit. This state- 
ment was taken from the books of the department 


|| for ped 4 1849. Now, sir, there isnota congres- 
i 


sional district represented on this floor which has 
the mail facilities to which it is entitled. There is 
not one, | presume, which is not asking for more 
mail routes, more post offices, a higher grade of 
service, or some otker facility which it is within 
the power of the Government to grant, There are 
some men within my district who do not live 


| within twenty-five miles of a post office. Such is 


the case, too, in many other districts. 

I admit there are but few persons in any of the 
States who are so situated. But why should any 
be so? Ask the department to give them a mail 
route, and you are told that the route will not pay— 
that it will become a tax on the department; and 
your request is refused. Ask for a new office, and 
you receive the same answer. Ask for an increase 
of service, for a conveyance in coaches, and you 
are told that the proceeds of the offices on the route 
will not justify the increase, and that the policy 
of making the revenues derived from post offices 





|| Sustain the Post Office Department, cannot be de- 


parted from. The interior of the country is held 
strictly to this policy, and it is only for the cities 
that Congress will abandon it, and make large ap- 
propriations from the Treasury to enable the mer- 
ehants to get their letters from foreign countries. 
Why, sir, the very year that this system of mail 
steamers was established, two hundred and ninety- 
six post offices were discontinued in the States, 
because they would not pay enough. At least.one 
hundred thousand freemen were thus deprived of 
mail facilities in the interior of the country, whilst 
Congress was expending thousands for the foreign 
transportation. 

Why, Mr. Chairman, are these unjust and in- 
iquitous discriminations made? made too in favor 

a class of men who can boast of no superior 


That policy was never departed from in time of 
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claims upon the bounty or protection of Go... 
ment, beyond those of. the masses id Govern. 
pressed by this system of class legislation, 7 oP 
that these facts will be consider. by the trust 
and that their voice may become more seats 
controlling the action of Congress than that a 
stock-jobbers seeking these profitable vente : 
now seems to be. Before my time €Xpires M. 
Chairman, I must say one word about this bo - 
line. The great object of this line is not to ¢ ; 

the mails, but to carry the free negroes deena 

United Gentes to Africa. ” 

ho demands this line? I presume, sj 

small vessel will carry all ed Sea sheties fon 

the northern States that have been liberated - 
northern men. ‘Those blacks in the northe 

States representing themselves as free, are Sih 
ally the slaves of southern men, who have toads 
their escape from their masters, aided and Obiiensa 
by Chaplin’s associates and co-workers, Thes 
are a part, at least, of the free negroes who vill 
bé carried by this line from the northern States. 
the slaves of southern men. With these increased 
facilities for getting them off beyond the reach of 
recapture, who does not see that these northern 
societies will pursue their infamous work with re. 
doubled energy? [f will, if established, drain the 
southern States of their slaves as well as of free 
negroes. Iam not surprised that that portion of 
the North who wish to prostrate the institution of 
slavery within the southern States should fayor 
this scheme; but I am surprised at the favor it re. 
ceives from southern Representatives. If any of 
the southern States desire to get clear of slavery 
they must do it at their own expense. They ean. 


| not tax my constituents to enable them to send 


their negroes to Africa. The southern man who 
manumits his slaves should be forced to send them 
to Africa at his own cost. The southern State tha 
emancipates her slaves, must do it at her own cost, 
The public Treasury cannot be used to aid them 
in their schemes of emancipation. 

The remarks of Mr. FeatwersTon were abruptly 
terminated by the arrival of the hour of one o’clock, 
when debate ceased. 

The hour appointed by the House for the termi- 
nation of the debate having arrived— 

Mr. BAYLY (in the exercise of his privilege as 
chairman of the committee from which the bill 
was reported) made a few closing remarks. He 
said that when the Committee of Ways and Means 
had under consideration the estimates from the 
Navy Department in relation to appropriations 
for the naval service, they were startled at the 
magnitude of them, and they had determined, if 
possible, to reduce them very greatly, but they 
had much difficulty about it. 

None of us, (said Mr. B.,) were naval men, and 
though we were anxious to cut down the appro- 
priations, we did not know, with certainty, where 
to strike. We did not know where we could com- 
mence the system of reduction with safety to the 
public service. The committee requested an inter- 
view with the Secretary of the Navy on the sub- 
ject, and he accordingly was before us for several 
days; and in a short time I became convinced, and 
I believe most of my colleagues on the committee 
became convinced, that it. was impossible for the 
committee, understandingly and with safety, to 
commence a system of reduction without the 
thorough and hearty sympathy and codperation 
of the Administration. Strongly impressed, as we 
were, from the large amount of the appropriations, 
of the necessity there was for a reduction, we had 
not the information which would enable us to move 
in the work of reduction and retrenchment with 
that confidence which would have entitled us \o 
the support of this House. And I say now, that 
lam perfectly satisfied that in this branch of the 
public service there is room for great reform and 
retrenchment; but I not only believe, but | know 
that this can never be done until there is a thorough 
sympathy and codperation between Congress and 
the Navy Departmert. We may commence the 
system here of blindly reducing the priations, 
but none of us can know precisely at what point we 
ought to strike. My only hope in respect to both 
the army and the navy bill, and indeed in respect 
to most of the appropriation bills, is, that the large 
amount of the appropriations will so awaken the 
attention of the country, that we will hereafter 
have a and an Administration symp*- 
thizing with each other, 
work of retrenchment and 
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te can reform be effected judiciously and | gaged at the Observatory, to ascertain to what ex- 





il th 
ly. 

rire STANTON, of Tennessee. Will the gen- | 

teman from Virginia allow me to ask him a ques- 


wii. BAYLY. Certainly. 


! 
} 


Mr. STANTON. 1 will ask the gentleman | 
yhether he does not think it would safe to 
adopt the amendment which I proposed yesterday, 





git will be seen upon an exaniination of that 
amendment that it proposes to do mothing until the 
commencement of the next fiscal year. 

Mr. BAYLY. I will say with perfect candor 
w my friend from Tennessee, that I have not had 
time to examine Wis scheme, and to understand its 





did him much credit. 
hear it, nor have 1 since had time to read it;ihough || 
| must say, that I doubt the propriety at this late 

riod of the session, without an opportunity for || 
further investigation than | have had, of underta- 1} 


tent a reduction might be made. 
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I hope my friend 


from Virginia, who is, I believe, inclined to be 


‘ liberal in reference to all objects thatare just and 
| proper, will reconsider this matter, and not make | 
| this establishment suffer a reduction which must 
| materially reduce its efficiency. 


Mr. BAYLY. 


it is true, as the gentleman from 


Tennessee says, that the Secretary of the Navy 
did agree to this reduction of the appropriation for 
the Observatory; but the gentleman is entirely mis- 


|| taken if he supposes that the Committee of 
and Means came to the determination they did to | 


ays 


make this reduction in consequence of his assent; 
because we saw very clearly that he knew nothing 
merits. [It so occurred that | was engaged on the about the matter, and his opinion, therefore, did 
committee of conference at the time when the gen- || not influence us at all. We determined to restrict 
eman was making his speech, which, I am told, |, this appropriation because we were satisfied that 


| detain the committee an 


Consequently, I did not || the estimates which were sent to us were too large. 


I have said all that | desire to say, and will not 
longer. 

Mr. B. having concluded— 

The question recurred on agreeing to the amend- 


king to make a reduction or a reform in the navy. || ment of the gentleman from Tennessee, {Mr. Stan- 
[do not know that the gentleman’s scheme will || ron,] to strike out the first section. 


produce such reform as it would be desirable to 
make. My friend asks me, if the time will ever 
come when a reform will be effected? Iam very 
moch ia hopes, sir, that his own speech will do 
much towards preparing the way for reform by | 


awakening the attention of the country to the sub- || 
. | 


| 
| 


ect. 

Agreat deal has been said in this debate about 

the large amount of these appropriations, Well, | 
sir, they are large, very large. I have already ex- 

plained the origin of these large appropriations, 

and [do not mean to go over that ground again; 

but [ feel it my duty to say to this House, that | 
as large as these appropriations are, the House | 
has no idea what they would have been but for 

the rigid scrutiny and the economy which the 

Committee of Ways and. Means have been dis- | 
posed to force upon the Government. They have 

only seen here what we have passed; they have 

not seen the vast amount, the vast number of | 
objects of expenditure, which, upon examination, 
we have rejected. They have seen here only our 
errors, if we have committed errors; they have 
not seen the good that we have done—that is | 
buried in our committee room. 


The first section is as follows: 
“ Be it enacted, §c., That the following sums be, and they 


are hereby, appropriated, to be paid out of any money in the 


Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the year ending | 
| the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred and fifly- | 
; one. 

* For pay of commission, warrant, and petty officers, and | 
seamen, including the engiveer corps of the navy, two mil- | 
| lion seven hundred and fifty-eight thousand two hundred and 


sixty-two dollars.”’ 





In reference to this bill, sir, there was not oun 
of all the appropriation bills that the committee | 


took more pains with. And | desire to say, in 1 


conclusion of these few remarks, that I hope this 
House will vote down all amendmenis that may 
be proposed. I am not now speaking with refer- 
ence to the amendment of the gentleman from | 





Tennessee, because that has not been before our | 
committee, and it comes appropriately from the | 
Committee on Naval Affairs, over which the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee presides with so much | 
credit to himself. But, with reference to the sub- 
jects that have been before the committee, and | 


there is a vast numberof them, I call upon this || For pay of officers at navy-yards and naval sta- 


House to vote down every one of them, for the | 
committee has incorporated in this bill all that | 
ought to be passed. 
Mr. STAN’ 

before the gentleman from Virginia took his seat, 
he would atlow him to call his attention to one 
other matter, in regard to which he hoped the conf 
mittee would not agree with the distinguished 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
although they might agree with him in reference | 
o other points in which he had attempted toeffect 
a reduction of the amount of appropriations in this 
bill. Lallude, (said Mr. S.,) to the item in these ap- 
Propriations for the Observatory, which, under the | 
advice of the late Secretary of the Navy, was re- | 
duced to an extent that will subject the operations 

of that establishment to considerable embarrass- | 
ment and inconvenience. 
Secretary had been before the Committee of Ways. 
and Means, and had agreed to a reduction in this 


part of the appropriations of a few thousand dol- 
lars—a sum insi 


After | learned that the | 


i 
| 
| 


| For pay of officers attached to the recruiting sta- 


{| 
TON, of Tennessee, said he hoped, | 4), 


| following estimate: 
|| For pay of commission, warrant, and petty officers 








nificant in itself, but the withhold. | 


ing of which will do a eens injury to the | 
e 


public service—I saw th 


ieve that his views are 


of the Navy, | 
— conversed with him on aeanical and | Sa | 


changed in reference to 





this matter, though I cannot positively assert that | 


Beis the cave; but i know that the assent of the 


tary was given to the making of this reduc- 


} 


Mr. STANTON withdrew the amendment. 


Mr. PHELPS moved an amendment (pro forma) | 
to reduce the amount of this section two millions | 
of dollars. 

He stated that his object in moving this amend- | 
ment was to have an opportunity to refer to the 
enormous appropriations made for officers who are || 
performing no services. 
of the whole amount appropriated for the pay of 
the navy is for salaries of officers who are not ex- || 
pected to perform any duties during this fiscal year. | 
|| According to the estimates of the Secretary of the 
| Navy, the items of appropriation are as follow: 
|For pay of commission, warrant, and 


No less than five twelfths 


petty officers and seamen, including 
the engineer corps of the navy...... $2,758,262 
Now, he repeated that five twelfihs of this 


amount estimated for officers will be paid to offi- 
cers who are to perform no service during this fis- 
cal year, as it appears from an inspection of the || 
‘| following items: 

|| For pay of commission and warrant officers of the 


navy, including the engineer corps, not on duty.. 


For pay of commission, warrant, and petty officers 


and seamen, including the engineer corps, re- 
quired for vessels proposed to be kept in com- 


mission, including receiving vessels........... 1,975,000 
For pay of officers on ordnance duty............ 16,7 
|| For pay of officers at the Observatory........... 31,500 


COED sides 0c a dc cn eid 0016 SANE CDE Mba S oWlet cniddie ote ne 36,600 
Ebina cas.s conmilh Cnbeap adhe 6000 Uherthnsedne 149,576 
Hospital branch at yards ang stations............ 32,086 


Ordinary bra~ch at yards and stations........... 
From an examination of these items it appears 


Secretary’s report. 


and seamen, including the engineer corps, of 
the navy required for vessels proposed to be kept 
in commission, ae receiving vessels, for 
fiseal year ending June 30, 1851 

Now, estimating that there are ‘seven thousand 
three hundred and fifty seamen, ordinary sea- 
men, yeomen, armorers, ships corporals, cax- 
swains, quartermasters, quarter-gunners, cap- 
tains of Se a ard and hold, 
coopers, painters, and stew; , landsmen, boys, 
&e., at average annual-pay of $150, this would 
amount to.., weet eeeneeee WO ee ee Hee eee wee ** 


eee eee twee et 


is appropriated, who are not expected to perform 


service during this fiscal year. 
Mr. MORSE a ° : 





1893 
been made on this arm of our public service. The 
allotment of five minutes, all which was now al- 
| lowed to him under the rule, would not permit 
| him to go into the subject. Ele could not avoid, 

however, stating that in relation to theemployment 
of these ovean steamers for the transportation of 
| the mail, the Government had the fullest authority 
| in the Constitation of the United States. He 
| could not sce how Caiifornia was to be supplied 
|| with information, and the means of intercourse 
|| with the other States, without the employment of 
|| these mail steamers. He was utterly opposed to 
those notions of economy which would lead to a 


—— 











at nearly five twelfths of the appropriations for || 
| officers’ pay is for the pay of officers who are not | 
expected to perform any service during this fiscal 
| year. 

7 To show that his conclusion was correct, he || 
‘| would refer to another estimate to be found in the | 
It appears that there is the | 


$1,975,000 


1,102,500 | 

From these facts it would appear that there are | 
nearly five twelfths of the officers for whom pay | 
| 

| 


to the amendment of 
ed eh os 
regret not been able to get 
Lon before he hall cotisched with the officers en- .| the floor to reply to some of the attacks which had 


|| the increase of our country renders it necessary 
| that there should be increased expenditures in this 
|| branch of the public service. 

He defended the officers of the navy not on duty 
| against the imputations cast on them by the gen- 
tleman from Missouri, and dwelt on the propriciy « 
of keeping up our naval establishment if we desired 
|| to maintain our position, and to provide an ade- 
quate defence for our remote States. The State 
| of California was entitled to the same facilities of 
|| commercial intercourse, and the same amount of 
|| protection, as the other States. And there was no 

propriety in suffering ourselves to be influenced by 
pecuniary considerations. 
|” The question was taken upon agreeing to the 
| amendment it and, was rejected, 


Mr. WHITE moved the following amendment, 
to come in at the end of the second clause, viz: 

‘¢ And there be paid by the proper accounting officer, to 
William J. McAlpine and William P. 8. Sanger, the same 
|| salary that was pad to their predecessors as engineers in 
chief, during the time they severally performed such ser- 
vice at the navy yard, Brooklyn, New York.’? 

He said he was directed by the Committee on 
Naval Affairs to offer this amendment, for the pur- 
pose of doing justice to these engineers. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, rose to a 
point of order, and Pre whether this appro- 
priation was authorized by law. 

The CHAIRMAN was understood to say that 
| he presumed there was a law providing for the 
compensation of services of this sort. 
| Mr. THOMPSON, @Mississippi. The nature 
|| of the amendment is to increase the pay of these 
| officers ? 

Mr. WHITE. The nature of the amendment 
is to pay them according to the grades in which 
they served. He was understood..to say, that 
these engineers were employed, in 1845, at the 
Brooklyn navy-yard, as assistant engineers, and 
|| in 1846 received the appointinent of chief engineera; 

but they continued to receive only their former 
| compensation. This amendment was to increase 
| their pay to that of chief engineers. 

Mr. HALL. Has this subject received the 
|| consideration of any committee of the House? 


| reduction of the appropriations for the navy, when 


of his remarks, that he was instructed to make 
|| this report from the Committee on Naval Affuirs. 
Mr. BOKEE was proceeding to speak in favor 
| of the” ainendment, when he was called to order 


700 Mr. WHITE said he had stated in the outset 


16,800 || by the Chairman, as, under the rule, no remarks 


| in favor of the amendment were in order, except 
by the mover. 
Mr. BOKEE moved an amendment to the 
amendment, by inserting the name of ‘* Charles 
| B. Stewart” aher that of “* William P. Sanger,’’ 
Mr. B. explained the circumstances out of 
which this claim arose; stating that, after the pro- 
motion of these gentlemen to the grade of chief 
engineers, they neglected to send in their accounta 
cacreapeatingly increased, supposing that they 
|| would be raised by the accounting officers. As 
|| sent in they were passed; and the accounts having 
been settled, the Secretary of the Navy did not 
consider himself authorized to reépen them. This 
amendment preecess ony to pay the compensa- 
|| tion provided by law for this grade of service. 
| The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 
The question recurring upon agreeing to the 
| original amendment of Mr. Waite, 
| ‘Tellers were asked and ordered. 
The question was taken, and decided in the af- 
firmative—ayes 67, noes 46. 
| So the amendment was agreed to. 
| Mr. KAUFMAN desired, he said, to offer an 
amendment, to come in at the end of the second 
paragraph of the second section of the bill. He 
desired to be informed by the Chairman whether 
| that paragraph was now under consideration? 
















































































































































































































The CHAIRMAN said the paragraph was un- 
der consideration. : 

Mr. KAUFMAN offered the following amend- 
ment; which was read: 

“‘ Provided, Tot the President, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, be authorized to incorporate in 
the naval service of the Uniteti States the surviving officers 
of the tate Texas pavy who were duly commissioned and 
in the service of the said Republic at the time of its annex- 
ation to the United States: Provided, That the number of 
officers to be incorporated shall not exceed one captain, six 
lieutenants, one surgeon, three pursers, and two masters in 
the line of promotion: And , further, That upon the 
death, resignation, or dismissal of any of the said officers, 
the vacancy thereby created shal) not be filled.” 

The amendment having been read— 

Mr. HALL rose to a point of order. He sub- 
mitted that the bill was a bill making appropria- 
tions for the support of the navy under existing 
laws, and that the amendment was not in order, 
because it proposed to change those laws. | 

i 


Some irregular conversation followed between 


Mr. KAUFMAN and Mr. HALL. 
The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of or- 
der, on the ground that this was a bill making 


appropriations for the support of the navy; that it 
contained a section authorizing an increase in the 
officers of the navy; that the substance of the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from Texas 
tees KavurmMan] was the same, inasmuch as it | 
ooked to the increase of the officers; and that, | 
therefore, the amendment was in order. i] 
Mr. HALL appealed from the decision, and } 
called for the reading of the eighty-first rule of the | 
House. } 
The rule was read, as follows: 
“No appropriation shall be reported in such general ap- | 
propriation bille, or be in orderas an amendment thereto, for 
any expenditure not previously authorized by law—unless | 
in continuation of appropriations for such public works and || 
Objects as are already in progress, and for the contingencies || 
for carrying on the several departinents of the Government.” 


Mr. KAUFMAN. As the rule has been read, || 
I desire that the amendment may be again read, 
so that the committee may see whether it makes 
any appropriation at all. There is no appropria- 
tion in it. 

The amendment was again read. 

The question, ** Shall decision of the Chair 
stund as the judgment of (8 committee?’’ was then 
taken, and the Chairman said ‘‘The noes appear 
to have it.’’ 

Mr. KAUFMAN called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Venas ce, and | 
Evans of Olto, were appointed. 

Mr. KAUFMAN suggested that several gentle- | 
men did not understand the decision of the Chair, | 
and he hoped the Chairman would repeat it. 

The Chairmap explained. 

The question, ** Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the committee ?’’ was then 
taken, and the vote stood—ayes 69, noes 59. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained, and 
the amendment was declared to be in order. 

Mr. KAUFMAN said that the amendment he 
now offered was in substance the bill appset to 
this House by the Committee on Naval Affairs. || 
He would have now preferred that it should have || 
been offered by the honorable chairman of the || 
Committee on Naval Affairs. But as he (Mr. K.) || 
was a Representative of the State of Texas, he 
felt himself called upor, when he saw her officers, 
who had gallantly sustained her in her hour of 
pert, turned out of the vessels in which they had 
fought so bravely, to make an effort in their be- 
half Perhaps it was better, on the whole, that this 
duiy had devolved on a Representative of Texas. || 








He wes as much in favor of economy as any gen- 
tlernan on this floor; but, in regard to these officers, 


| reply to the 


| of Texas. 





they had well earned what was asked for them. 
Whaet would be the amount of cost to which the 
Unated States would be annually subjected by in- 
corporating these officers into her navy? Even 
when these officers should be called into actual 
service, and entitled to their full pay, the whole 
anvual cost of theirservices would be only $20,099. 
And by granting this small annual addition to the 
usual oe jations, an act of justice would be 
rendered to Texas, and to the officers of her navy. 
The whole amount of the force of the Texan navy, 
he stated to be one captain, six lieutenants, 
one surgeon, three pursers, and two masters in the 
line of promotion. The number would be thus so 
smatl, that on that score there could be no reason- 
able objection to their incorporation into our navy. 
‘The State of Texas had repeatedly declared, that 
by the resolutions of annexation, the United States | 


were bound to take charge of the officers of the navy 
of Texas. He could not entertain a supposition 
that the Government of the United States, for the 
paltry amount of some $20,000, would act in op- 
position to these repeated declarations of the Le- 
gislature of ‘Texas, and object to incorporate the 
officers of her navy in the navy of the United 
States. 

He was aware that the objection had been 
raised that this incorporation of the Texan officers 
would be unjust to the officers of the United States 
navy, because it would interfere with their pro- 
motion. It was not so. Suppose the number of 
post captains in the United States to be eighty, 
this amendment would only add one to the num- 
ber, making an aggregate of eighty-one. If a 
vacancy then occur there will still be one piace then 
to fill by promotion as well as there would be if 
the number had not been increased. And so in 
relation to the other officers. He trusted that his 
ardor in the cause of these officers would be ex- 


| cused; and that it would be recollected, that if 
| the officers of the United States so warmly and so 
| properly called forth the sympathy of gentlemen, 
| so the officers of the Texan navy, who had ren- 
| dered good service to Texas when she stood in need 
|| of their services, were entitled to her sympathy 
| and protection; and that she ought not to be silent 


when there was a disposition to strike then < 1- 


| tirely out of the service. 


Mr. CLEVELAND made a few remarks in 
entleman from Texas, which were 
not distinctly heard. He was understood as dis- 


| claiming any intention of unkindness to the Texan 


He 


officers, when he opposed this amendment. 


|| did not look on these officers as having any ex- 


clusive claim on the liberality of our Government, 
but that, if they had just claim, it was on the State 
Congress had appropriated liberally 
for that State, and had recently given her ten mil- 
lions; and if the officers of her navy had suffered 
in conseyuence of her annexation to the United 
States, let her make them adequate recompense. 
He knew no just reascn why our Government 


| should give them $20,000 a year, when no services 
| were rendered, 


He did not know but that there 
might be a design to put them on our pension list. 
But there ought to be shown that some services 


|| had been rendered to the United States, to entitle 


them to a place there. He doubted the propriety 
of placing these officers in a position to entitle 


| them to these pensions, which were. the reward of 


services to the country. 
Mr. HARALSON asked whether the gentleman 


| from Connecticut did not think that we have in- 
| curred an obligation to support these officers as 


constituting the none Texas which had been 
surrendered to us? Did the gentleman regard the 


| term *‘navy’’ as referring merely to ships, or as 


including the officers? 
Mr. CLEVELAND was understood to reply 


| that, as the seamen of the Texan navy were not 


incorporated among the seamen, nor the marines 
of Texas among the marines of the United States, 
so the officers of the navy of Texas could not 
claim to be incorporated athong the officers of the 
United States navy. 


Mr. HALL moved to amend the amendment as 
follows: 

“ Provided, further, That they shall assume the kame rank 
which they would have held if they bad remained in the 
navy of Texas.”’ , 

Mr. H. said, he was anxious to do full justice 
to Texas in her controversy with the United States. 


| But he could not, without disregarding the claims 
| and the feelings of the officers of the 


nited States 
navy, support this amendment. It had been urged 
that we were obligated by the terme of the treaty 
of annexation to incorporate these Texan officers 
into our navy. That/was a question which had 
been brought before the Supreme Court for its de- 
cision, and he would read the decision of that tri- 
bunal. |Here Mr. H. read the decision. ] 

Now the question had been raised in the Su- 
preme Court of the United States, in January, 
1848, whether, under the treaty of annexation, the 
officers of the Texan navy had a right to be con- 
sidered as a part of the United States navy. And 
the Supreme Court had expressly decided, after 
hearing able counsel, that by the treaty of annexa- 
tion these officers were not incorporated into the 
navy of the United States. He could not, after 
this decision, consent to an amendment which was 
in violation of this decree. He went on to show 
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| we ought rather to reduce them. But he was of 
| opinion that there was a moral, if not a legal ob. 


_compelled to make such payment. 





—...- 


that the officers of the Texan nav . 
regarded as coming under the islesere be 
erty as designated in the decision of the Sy 
Court. The decision of the court that these of 
ficers were not to be entitled to be considered , , 
incorporated into the United Siates navy b . 
treaty of annexation, he considered as stack > 
on the subject. = 
One of these officers of the Texan navy w 
once an officer in our service. He thought pro - 
to resign his commission under the United “sn 
and to enter the service of Texas, where he “4 
ceived the appointment of a post-captain. He did 
not say this with any intention to impute tines 
to him for taking that course*™’ That gentlemes 
now desires to be reinstated in the service of a 
United States with his rank of post-captain which 
would place him twenty years ahead of some of 


| our Own post-captains. Was it just to place tha 


gentleman, worthy of all respect as he was over 
our own officers, who have periled their lives in 
defence of our country? oa 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, stated that he 
had reported the bill for the incorporation of the 
Texan officers into our navy. He thought now 
that, instead of increasing the officers of our navy, 


ligation on the United States, to do justice to 


| these Texan officers. One of these officers, it ap. 


pears, had applied to the Secretary of the Nay 
for his pay. The Secretary had alia’ that iH 
had no funds appropriated for the purpose, out of 
which he could make the payment, as the officer 
was not attached to the navy of the United States. 
The officer then applied for a mandamus, calling 
on the Secretary to show why she could not have 
= the salary out of other funds at his disposal, 
he Supreme Court decided that he could not be 
But the Su- 
preme Court also decided another question, which 
was not judicially before them, and which, in his 
opinion, they ought fiot to have decided. Look 
at the terms of the decision. He had as high a 
respect for the Supreme Court as any gentleman 
on this floor. But his respect for a decision of 
that tribunal must depend on the grounds on 
which itis made. (Here Mr. S. read a portion 


| of the decision.) On such grounds as these, the 


Supreme Court had based its decision—that if the 
navy included the officers and men who were at- 
tached to it, then it must be construed that navy- 
yards included the persons employed in them. The 
truth is, that there was po point decided in this 
case beyond this—that the Secretary could not be 
required to pay*when he had no funds appro- 
priated for the purpose. 4 

When he considered the meaning of the term 
navy, asit was universally received, and the repeat- 
ed opinions on this subject of the government of 
Texas; and further, that the United States had un- 
dertaken, and ought to do justice, or more than 
justice, even equity, he thought this amendment 
should prevail. As to the feelings of our own 
officers, he should be sorry to interfere with them; 
but if the Government was bound, he knew not 
what other course could be pursued. 

Mr. CROW ELL inquired of the Chair, whether 


|| further amendment was now in order ? 


The CHAIRMAN said, it was not in order at 
this time. ’ 

The question was then taken, and the ament- 
ment to the amendment was rejected. 

The question then recurred on the amendment. 


Mr. CROWELL offered an amendment: 


* And that the officers of the mili expedition to be 
sent to Santa Fé against the authority of the United States, 
be also added to the army of the United States.” 


Mr. BURT objected to the amendment as not 


in order. 
ye CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 
order. 
Mr. CROWELL inquired if further debate on 
the as amendment was now in order? 
CHAIRMAN said it was not. é 
Mr. CROWELL now to strike out 
the first line of the pending amendment. 
Mr. PARKER called for the reading of the 
amendment, as it would read if thus amended. 
Mr. JONES desired to know how the amend- 
ment to the amendment would leave the balance 
of the amendment? The amendment to the amend- 
ment would not be in order unless it made som? 
sense of the thing. 
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The amendment to the amendment was read. 
Mr. CROWELL then made his motion ia this 
to strike out the words, ‘ with the advice 
wi consent of the Senate,”” 

Mr. BURT rose to a point of order. He be- 
jeved that these appointments could not be made 
ynder the Constitution of the United States, with- 
oat the advic@ and consent of the Senate; therefore, 
he syomitted the amendment was not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN said, that the single question 


son why we should not 


pat the same construction 
on the word ‘* navy”? which was attached to it by 
general consent. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment to the amendment was rejected. 

The question recurred on agreeing to the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. JOHN A. KING moved to amend by 
striking out ‘* one post-captain.”’ 

Mr. K. said he moved this amendment for the 


pefore the committee was on the amendment to || purpase of calling the attention of the committee 


the amendment proposing 
ords. 

"Mr, CROWELL said, if it was true that it was 
siready provided by law that these appointments 
should be made, the pending amendment was al- | 
together unnecessary. But he did not intend to 
jiscuss that point. He was opposed to increasing 
our navy in the mode proposed by the amendment. 
jrcould not be disguised, that this is nothing less 
than a naked proposition to increase the officers of 
our navy, ata time, too, when there are so many 
complaints that we have now too many for all the 
service demanded of them. If it was the design 


of the amendment to add a given number of navy | 


oficers to Our present number, it seemed to him 


that some better reasons should be assigned than | 


any he had yet heard. There was no obligation 
on the Government to make this increase of num- 
ber. If it is pene to increase our navy, he would 
askwhy? The state of the public service does 


to strike out particular 


| President of the justice of their claim to be incor- || 





not require any increase. There is no obliga- 
tion on the part of the Government to make 
this increase. Why then is it proposed? The 
appropriations for the navy for the current year 
are enormous in amount. And yet it is pro- 
osed to increase this expenditure by adding an 
indefinite number of officers. He was surprised 
that such a proposition should meet with any- 
thing like favor on the part of this House, be- 
cause there was no necessity shown for such ad- 
dition. We have appropriations for this branch 
of the service to the amount of ten millions. Yet 
itis proposed to increase the officers of the navy, 
to what number does not appear; and this not in 
the usual and ordinary mode by which officers of 
the navy are appointed. He was opposed to the 
amendment. We do not need this increase. We 
have more officers now in the service than we have 
employment for. The expenses of this arm of 
the public service have been enormously increased, 
and he would ask for some sufficient reason before 
he would give his assent to any further increase. 
Mr. VENABLE said, that as we had-taken the 
ships of ‘Texas, we were also bound to take the 
officers. He could see no propriety in turning 
these gentlemen out of the sérvice. If we take 
the ships, we ought to take the officers. He was 
opposed to the amendment to the amendment. It 
was our duty to throw no obstacle in the way of 


this incorporation of the officers of the Texan | 


navy into our own navy. 
he question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment to the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. CARTTER moved ah amendment to the 
amendment, providing that these officers shall be 
put on half pay. 

His remarks were not distinctly heard by the 
Reporter. He was understood to speak generally 
against any increase of our navy. He stated that 
of the sixty-eight post-captains now in our service, 
about seven were at sea; and the retrenching chair- 
man of the naval committee was anxious to add 
one more to the number of these captains. Out of 
ninety-eight commanders pensioned in the United 
States, there were only twenty at sea; and there 
was about the same ratio between the services and 
the persons liable to be called on, in every branch 
o! this rotten service. Yet we are called on to ap- 


Propriate between nine and ten millions for the sup- 


port of this useless branch of the~ service. e 


censured these attempts to swell the expenses of 
an establishment which every one seemed to ac- 


neviedge was useless and required cutting down. 
of the 


bound to incorporate the officers of the Texan 
navy into the navy 


Owing that itincluded the personnel as well 
the materiel of the navy. 


to this view of the case. In the opinion of many 
persons, in which he concurred, the President 
of the United States has already the power, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to 
| bring the officers of the Texan navy into the ser- 
vice of the United States. His power to nominate 
| is unlimited, but it rests with the Senate to con- 
frm such nomination. It is only necessary, 


|| therefore, for these officers to have satisfied the || 


porated in the United States navy, to obtain their 
object. He has the power to present them to the 
| Senate, and if he has not exercised this power, it 
is not proper for this House to interfere. It could 
only be a recommendation, and could not be bind- 
ing. 

He was of opinion that the officers of the navy 
of Texas ought not to be incorporated in the navy of 
the United States. These gentiemen had decided 
for themselves, when they took service with the 
government. of Texas; and now-they come back, 
| and ask to be received again into ourservice. He 

was opposed to this proposition. The reward of 

promotion ought to be kept for those who have 
| fauthfully taal by the flag of their country. These 
| are the men who are entitled to our favor. And 
| although he had nothing to say against the brave 
| men who belonged to the Texan navy, he did not 
| think it would be just to our own officers who had 

adhered to our flag through all danger, to incor- 
| porate with them officers who had not participated 
| in their fidelity and their perils. 
| Again: he thought that there was a proper re- 
| 


| 








spect due to those gallant men who, for many years, 
had served their country on the ocean, in war as 
well as in peace, in every climate and in every 





Mr. HOWARD contended, that by the articles 
treaty of annexation, the United States was 


of the Unitec States. He 
quoted from Walker, to show what was the mean- 
ie put on the word ‘*navy”’ by lexicographers, 


as 
He denied that the Su- 
Preme Court had ever decided this question, and 
Fepeated what was its decision. He saw no rea- 


| sea. He thought that the opinions of such men 
| should have due weight. And what were the sen- 
timents of these gentlemen on the subject? As 
far as he had been able to gather their opinions, 
they were against this incorporation, They were 
| opposed to granting this promotion except to those 
who had undergone the same perils and in the 
same service with themselves. This amendment 
would have the effect of placing these Texan offi- 
cers in a better position than the officers who had 
| uniformly and faithfully stood by the flag of their 
country. We could not do this without being 
guilty of injustice, and doing violence to the feel- 
ings and rights of our own officers. To this he 
could not agree. 

Mr. KAUFMAN was understood to say that 
both Mr. Polk and General Taylor were in favor 
of this incorporation of the Texan officers into the 
Un.ted States navy. There was but one of these 
officers who has ever been in the service of the 
United States. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, expressed a hope 
that the discussion would be no further prolonged. 
The mind of every geatleman was made up, and 
we were consuming the time of the committee in 
useless discussion, when business of great im- 
portance was pressing on us for consideration. 
He hoped that a vote would be taken without fur- 
ther discussion. 

Mr. VINTON rose to move an amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN said, that noamendment was 
now in order, as there was an amendment in the 
second degree already pending. ; 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment to the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. VINTON moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by striking from the original amendment 
the words “six li » one surgeon, and 
three pursers.”’ 

Mr. V. stated thatit must be very apparent, from 





SS 


what had been said, that if the treaty of annex- 
ation provided for this case, and transferred these 
Texan officers to the navy of the United States, 
then it was an act of law, and could not be pre- 





itself to us in this form: Texas had a government, 

with all its machinery, complete in all its parts— 
ia potinery. an army, and all the other ee 

of a government. Now, to say that if the army 
was disbanded, it must be incorporated into our 
army, or if the judiciary was disbanded that it 
must be incorporated into our judiciary, no one 
would contend. And if it was not competent for' 
us to do this, neither did he think it was compe- 
tent to incorporate the navy into che United Suites 


wer 

r. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said it was 
true that the navy was already large enough. At 
the same time, he was disposed to do what he re- 
garded as justice to Texas. He had sent for the 
resolutions of annexation, and he would now read 
to the committee so much of them as was applica- 
ble to this case. (Here Mr. T. read an extract 
from the resolutions. ) 

He thought it was not becoming in us, although 
we might be against increasing the appropriations 
for this branch of the service, to vent our spleen 
| against this solemn contract. He would go for 
this measure, because he considered that the Gov- 
ernment of the United States was under a moral 
| obligation to receive these Texan officers. He be- 
| lieved that this House could exercise a discretion 
| in this matter which the Supreme Court could not. 
| That court had decided that the Secretary had no 
authority to pay the Texan officers, and the de- 
| cision was a correct one. But he believed that the 
| term **navy’’ should be construed as including 
the personnel as well as the materiel of the ships. 

Some conversation here took place, in which 
| Messrs. Fowier, Tuompson, and Jounson of 
| Arkansas, took part; but it was not heard with 

sufficient distinctness to justify a report of it. 

The question*was then taken, and the amend- 
| ment to the amendment was rejected. 
| The question recurring on agreeing to the 
| amendment— 

Mr. JONES moved to amend it, by striking out 

| the words ** one captain and six lieutenants.” 

| Mr. JONES, in explanation of his amendment, 

| said, he understood that there was now but the 

| one post-captain and six lieutenants. The Presi- 

| dent was required to appoint one post-captain and - 
| six lieutenants. Did this leave him any discre- 

| tion? Could he exercise his constitutional prerog- 

| ative of appointing officers, with the advice -and 

| consent of the Senate, if Congress declared that 

he shall take this captain and these lieutenants? 
lf he (Mr. J.) was correct in his understanding of 
the proposition, no discretion was left to the Pres- 
ident. If the proposition was adopted, and the 
President should send in the names of these gen- 

tlemen to the Senate, and they should be rejected, 
what would then become of the law? If i was 
the duty of the Government to take these officers 
into the service, under the resolutions of annexa- 
tion, let a law be passed declaring that they were 
| part and parcel of the Navy of the United States, 
with the rank they held in the Texan navy prior 
to annexation. 

Mr. FOWLER asked the Chair to state the 
question. 

The CHAIR explained. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to the 
amendment to the amendment, and the affirmative 
vote was declared to be—53. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs, ALpentson 
and Fow ear were appointed. ! 

Mr. JOHN A. KING requested the Chair again 
to state the question. 

The CHAIR stated it. 

And the question having been again taken, the 
yote stood—ayes 64, noes 6l. 

So the amendment to the amendment was 
agreed to. 

The question then recurred on agreeing te the 
amendment as amended. 

Mr. TAYLOR moved to amend the amendment, 
by striking out the words “ six lieutenants, one 
surgeon, three pursers, and two masters in the 
line of promotion.” 

Mr. T. said: He desired to say a few words 
in reply to his colleague over the way [Mr, Caar- 
rer). He was frierdly to the navy, but he de- 
sired that it should be upheld in a proper manner. 
It was a branch of the servite which was becom- 
ing unpopular, because so many of the officers were 

not employed. What is it we now propose to 
do? To increase the number of these officers, and, 
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in» his opinion, to do thie in a manner which | 
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fixed, and the engineer accepted office on those 


was unequal, unreasonable, and unjust. He ited | verms, and was satisfied with the compensation. 


a high opinion of these officers of the Texan navy, || 


Mr. WHITE. No; his salary was not fixed 


but he could mot be blind to the fact, that by | at that time; but he expecied to receive the com- 
adopting this amendment, we shall bring into the || pensation usually received by officers of that 


service officers who will take precedence in rank 


over our ownofficers. He then referred to the pri- 


vilege which members held of nominating officers 
from the different States, and contended that the 
effect of this amendment would be to give Texas a 
greater privilege than was enjoyed by other 
Siates, e regarded the amendment also as un- 
just, as well as unequal: unjust to our own offi- 


cers who bad gallantly sustained the flag of the || 
United States. His colleague had denounced the || 


| grade. 


Mr. BAYLY, (to Mr. Ware.) Will the gen- 
| tleman from New York allow me to ask him a 
question? If we go on in this way, at what time | 


|| does the gentleman think we shall get one 


| with the bill? 
Mr. WHITE, not hearing the question, request- 


|| ed the gentleman to repeat it. 


rlavy as worthless. He differed from his colleague, — 


regarding as he did this branch of the service as 


worthy of being cherished. But he would have | 


every officer employed, instead of being permit- 
ted to lounge about on shore. He would place 


thers on the coast sarvey or some important ser- | 


vice, 
the centrol of the Secretary of the Navy, and re- 


quire every officer who receives pay to work, it | 


would have a good effect. 
the navy, we must keep the officers at work. Such 
as are disabled from work should retire from the 
service. He would not discharge them, but would 
place them on a retired list. Look through the 
country, and you will find numbers of young offi- 
cers auxious to be employed—waiting orders— 
waiting orders—eaten up with the ennui of indo- 
lence, and desirous to be employed. He was 
desirous to guard the navy against the injurious 
effects of this want of employ. 

The question was taken, and, by ayes 71, noes 
not counted, the amendment to the amendment 
was agreed to. . 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, remarking that 
this matter was fully understood by the commit- 
tee, in order (he said) to bring the committee to a 
direct vote upon the proposition to admit these 
Texan officers into our navy, moved to strike out 
the whole proviso in the amendment. 

The amendment, as it would stand, if thus 
amended, was read. 

The question was taken on the amendment of 
Mr. Svanron to the amendment, and decided in 
the affirmative. 


So the amendment to the amendment was || 


agreed to. 

The question recurring upon agreeing to the 
amendment as amended— 

Mr. KAUFMAN called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Corwin and 
Waxpo were appointed. 


The question was taken, and the tellers re- || steamers belonging to the United States, and hereafter to 


ported —ayea 61, noes 7]. 
So the amendment, as amended, was rejected. 


The following item being under consideration: 
* For pay of superintendents, naval constructors, and 
ali the civil establishments at the several navy-yards and 


stations, seventy-three thousand nine hundred and sixty 
dolars.”* 


tee on Naval Affairs, moved the following amend- 
ment: 


“ And the pay of the engineer, Ward B. Burnett, at the | 


navy yard, Philadelphia, be two thousand and four hun- 


dred dollars per annum, commencing at the time of his ap- || 


pointment, on the lst day of February, 1849.” 


Mr. WHITE (in explanation) stated that this | 


engineer was appointed by the late Secretary of 
the Navy, without fixing his compensation. He 
had received $1,500. Seing $900 Jess than was paid 
to engineers of his grade at other stations. There 
was no law fixing the pay of these engineers, and 
the committee deemed it right that his compensa- 


ton should be raised to that usually paid to offi- | 


cers of his grade. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, asked, in 
case there was no law fixing the salary, why the 
Secretary of the Navy could not increase it, if 
jaatice required it? ho fixed the amount of 
salary? 


Me. WHITE. The late Secretary of the Navy. | 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said the late 


Secretary of the Navy doubtless fixed the compen- | 
saiion ata just rate, and he was unwilling to over- | 
shown. None | 


rule his action without a reason 
whatever had been shown. 


If we are to keep up | 


If we were to place the coast survey under || 


Mr. BAYLY was about to do so, when— 

Mr. THOMPSON interposed, and claimed the 
floor. He said no reason had been shown for in- 
creasing the compensation, and he was unwilling, | 
in this state of facts, to overrule the action of the 
| Secretary of the Navy. He was, moreover, op- 
| posed to this mode of special legislation upon gen- | 
eral bills. 


| Was rejected. 
Mr. GERRY moved the following amendment: 


atructor at Kittery with those at other navy-yards, $250.” 
Mr. G. said that it was with great reluctance 

that he had offered this amendment, which related 

to the navy-yard at Kittery. 


a year. At other navy-yards, where the same 
oficer was employed, and exactly the same 
duties performed, at New York, Boston, and other 


|| yards, the pay of the clerk was $650; yet precisely 


| 
| 


| 


the same duties were required at Kittery as at these 
yards. The object of his amendment was merely 
to equalize this compensation. He knew from 
personal observation something of the duties of 
this clerk. He was employed all his time, and 
| the salary he received was not sufficient to enable 

him to support bis family. It was only just that 

he should have sufficient compensation to support 


| his family, especially as other clerks of the same | 


| character at the other He 


yards received more. 


would not have offered it. 

Mr. G. called for tellers on the amendment. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Corwin 
and CLINGMAN were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the vote stood 
| —ayes 75, noes not coanted. 


|| So théamendment was agreed to. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, offered the fol- 


|| lowing amendment: 


* And the Secretary of the Navy is hereby direeted to 
purchase the right to use and cause to be applied to all the 


be built, Joseph P. Pirsson’s patent condenser for supplying 
| the boilers of marine engines with fresh water; and to pay 
| 9 the owner or owners thereof, out of the appropriations 
| for the navy, a sutn equal to one half of the actual saving 
caused by the said patent condenser in the expense of keep- 
ing the war steamers now belonging to the United States, 
and which may hereafter be constructed during the lifetime 


|| of said patent, in active service five years, and in the pres- 


Mr, WHITE, by instructions of the Commit- | 


ervat on of th ir machinery. The vatue of the saving effect- 
ed by the use of -aid patent condenser to be ascertained by 
a board of three competent engineers, one of whom shall be 
selected by the Secretary of the Navy, one by the owner or 
owners of said patent condenser, and one by the two thus 
appointed. The said board to be appointed as soon as pos- 
sible after the passage of this act.” 

The amendment having been read— 

Mr. STANTON explained the inconvenience 
and the injurious results attendant upon the use of 
_ salt water in the boilers of steam engines at sea. 

It had long been a desideratum to have a steam 

engine which would supply a sufficient quantity 
| of fresh water for the voyage. By the report of 
| the chief engineer of the navy, and from the cer- 
|| tificates' of many geritlemen of great experience 
and knowledge in matters of this kind, as well as 
| of those who had successfully applied the appa- 
| ratus, it woald be seen that it was fully equal to 
the accomplishment of the object in view, Such, 

upon an examination made, was also his own 
opinion. If nothing was saved to the Govern- 
ment—nothing- was to be paid. If anything was 
saved, the half of this amount, whatever it might 
be, was to be paid to the patentee. : 

Mr. BOWLIN opposed the amendment. He 
was opposed to this connection of the Government 
|| with « pater.ce. He did not understand to what 


Mr. SACKETT inquired whether the salary | extent the Government might involve itself, when 


this officer received was not fixed at the time he it entered in’s an arran 


was apppointed? 


Mr. 


HOMPSON replied, it doubtless was || fact was char, 


ment of this sort. He 
be called on to pay. One 
that all the means to carry on the 


‘| knew not what we shou 


The question was taken, and the amendment | 


«Ty equalize the salary of the clerk of the naval con- | 
| 
| 
| 


The naval clerk || 
in that yard received a compensation of only $400 


believed the amendment was just and right, or he || 










— 


experiments must come out of % 
out of the pockets of the people aereramens, 
better at onee to give a specific sum, and adh be 
out the patent, and not to go into a partnershi 
He was against all partnerships. The Govern = 
was sure to be called on to pay everything ae 
lose everything inthe end. He referred to th 

contract made with the patentee for the manuf, : 
ture of percussion caps, and of which the inventor 
was making an enormous income. He a 
= of this mode of encouraging patentees: », 

oped that the House would never give its sa, 

tion to any such course hereafter. If any daecle. 
man make a discovery worthy of encouragemen, 
| let the Government purehase it at once. ay 
| . ee nee ey to aa the amendmen 

| by substituting the apparatus of Mr. in for 
shat Mr. Piensa: Rs Boldin lo 
| Mr. M. submitted, that the invention of My, 
| Baldwin was far superior in point of efficiency. 4, 


| he (Mr. M.) had been informed, to that of M 


r. 


Pirsson. He (Mr. M.) was not opposed to th. 
| purchase of a patent right out and owt by the Qoy. 
ernment, but he was opposed to the purchase ofa 
mere interest in that right as proposed by the 
amendmént. If, however, such a proposition was 
agreed to, then he was for substituting the apps. 
ratus of Mr. Baldwin, because he (Mr. M.} be. 
lieved it to have far higher elaims on its ow, 
merits. 
| Mr. STANTOW made some further remarks jn 
explanation of the injury done to steam-boilers by 
the accumulation of scales on the iron arising from 
the use of salt water. He particularly instanced 
the case of the Saranac, which, after a cruise of 
| three months, had been obliged to be hnid up for 
| repairs, a portion of which were rendered neces. 
|| sary by the injuries resulting to her boilers from 
| the use of salt water. He also mentioned the case 
of tie Osprey—one of the finest steamships affoat, 
He recapitulated the terms upon which the appa- 
ratus was to be used as being highly advantageous 
to the public service, and the strong evidences of 
|| complete efficieney by which it was aceompanied, 
|| The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment to the amendment was rejected. 


The question recurring on the amendment— 
j Mr. BOKEE moved to amend the amendment 
| by substituting in hieu thereof the following: 

« And the Secretary of the Navy is hereby authorized and 
directed to appoint a Board of Engineers, competent to in- 
vestigate and decide upon the merits of the several steam 
| condensers, proposed for the adoption of Government for 
| use on board of the steamers under the control of the Navy 
Department; and the said Secretary is hereby authorized w 
adopt the one recommended to him by said Board of Engi- 
neers.’” . 

Mr. BOKEE (indistinctly heard) was under 
stood to say, that questions of this nature should 
| be decided by the department. There were engi- 
neers in the department properly qualified; let the 
| inventions be submitted to their examination; and 
let the Secretary of the Navy take their report and 
decide upon it. The House was not a proper 
tribunal for the settlement of these detailed ques- 
| tions. 

Another objection to the proposition of the 
chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs was, 
| that it fixed no amount of compensation. If the 
| invention were to be taken, the amount paid for it 
should be definite and fixed. But he repeated his 
opinion, that the House should not undertake to 
| decide; these being naval inventions, let them be 
examined and decided upon by the department. 
He trusted his amendment to the amendment 
would prevail, and he stated that he offered it with 
the sanction of the Secretary of the Navy, as ¢x- 
pressed in a communication which he caused tobe 


read. 

‘Mr. SCHENCK opposed the amendment to the 
amendment, in remarks very imperfectly heard at 
the Reporter’s desk. He was understood to say, 
that virtually the same test which it proposed had 
heretofore been applied. He referred to the inves- 
tigation of this eject which had taken place in 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, who had had be- 
fore them all the information which the different 
bureaus in the d t could furnish, and said 
they had come to the conclusion, that among the 
various naval inventions, this of Pierson’s was (he 
most valuable; and in order to terminate the con- 
test on the su they recommended that the de- 

rtment be authorized to select Pierson’s 
nvention, not to buy it, but to make use of it; and 
if the department was satisfied that no saving w* 





| 
it 


| 
\ 
| 


























— 









: ing, but half the amount was to be paid 
aemving rs As had been wal said by the 
path of the Committee on Naval Affairs, if 
- was no saving, there would be no pay; if 
here was & saving, but half of it was to be paid, 
saw no objection to the proposition. 

On motion, the committee rose, and 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Farivar, September 20, 1850. 


Mr, CLARKE presented a memorial of Thomas 
Ginnaty, an alien, resident of Washington, asking 
that he may be allowed to hold certain property 

urehased by him in said city; which was referred 
io the Committee.on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SOULE presented the memorial of Isaac D. 
Marks, asking that the bill from the House of Rep- 
resentatives in relation to the Mexican indemnity 
nay be so amended as to enable the Mexican Gov- 


enment, through its Minister duly authorized to | 


receipt therefor, to receive the money in New York 
instead of in Mexico, and setting forth his belief 
that the bill would have received the sanction of 


the House had that body been informed of all the | 
facts, and asking that the statements contained in | 
the memorial may be verified before a committee | 


of the Senate; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. . 
COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS, 
On motion by Mr. RUSK, it was ordered that 


Mr. Dawson, of Georgia, be added to the Com- | , 
|| ordering the bill to be engrossed be reconsidered. | 


mittee on Enrolled Bills. 
COLONIZATION. 


Mr. WHITCOMB presented a resolution of the 


Legislature of Indiana, instructing the Senators 
and requesting the Representatives of that State in 


Congress to use their exertions to effect such | 
changes in our relations with England, on the sub- | 


iect of the Afvican slave trade, as will authorize 
the transportation of the colored population of the 
United States to Africa; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- 


tee on Military A fairs, to which was referred Sen- | 


ate bill No, 317, being the bill for the payment of 
acompany of Indiana volunteers called into the 


service of the United States, reported -back the || 
same without amendment, and recommended ita | 


assAage. 
Mr. NORRIS, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which was referred the petition of Thomas B. 


Winston, asking that the amount of a judgment | 
obtained against him might be refunded, submitted | 


an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred the memorial of 
William Y. Hansell, William H. Underwood, and 


led a report, which was ordered to be printed, 
recommending the adoption of the following amend- 
ment to the Indian appropriation bill: 

“Por payment in fulbof the elaims of William Y. Hansell 
and the representatives of Samuel Rockwell, being the bal- 
ance of the sam of $60,000 reserved in the treaty between 
the United States and the Cherokee nation (negotiated the 
29th December, 1835) for the payment of the said claims, 
aid misapplied by the United States commissioners to the 


the following manner: 


TO mes. . isk odiden sg avokd Torr ot. 
To W. Underwood...........0-05 sacecs aGtiaok os 


Tuthe legal representatives of Samuel Rockwell 10,144 
Mr. FOOTE, from the Committee on Foreign 





ne ne ee 
feel by it, nothing was to be paid; if it resulted || mines, reported back the same without amend- l The bill was taken up accordingly, and on mo- 


| 


} 
j 
' 
} 


i 


| route of a railroad from Pensacola, in the State of | 





Relations, to which was referred the memorial of 


A. P. Brittingham, asked to be discharged from 


the further consideration of the same; which was | 


agreed to. 

Mr. DOWNS. 1 now ask that the memorialist 
ave leave to withdraw his papers. 

The PRESIDENT. Has there beenan adverse 
“Mc. DOWNS. I 

tr t isa simple disch fi 

the consideration of the case. = eee 

wt leave to withdraw the documents was then 


ted. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill to provide 
an ae the Lagea dong in California, 

e ng of donation rights there, and the is- 
euing of permits to American citizens to work the 





| by this act, shall be extended to the said States 
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ment. || tion by Mr. MASON, the bill and the amendment 
RESOLUTIONS. | were laid upon the table. 
Mr. CLAY submitted the following resolution, || WAR BOUNTY SCRIP. 


which was considered by unanimous consent and ||) Mr. UNDERWOOD. I move to take up for 
agreed to: consideration the joint resolution to amend a rese- 

Resolved, ‘That there be paid out of the contingent fund || lution offered the 10th of August, 1850, relative to 
ph Inert en oe aes es — | the land payments, or interest on the war bounty 
of April, 1850. | “on ’ 

: r. U. said: The Senate will remember that 
ee ot Renee: See = | some time ago | offered a resolution providing for 
agreed pd > the peyacr: of interest on war bounty serip that 

: ight hereafter be presented for redemption at the 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested a ; , 
to report what have been the Seale oaeaned Py ma || Treasory. It was passed, but prior to its passage 


|| frauds upon the revenue since the passage of the act of 1846, | a good deal of scrip had been presented, and the 


| 





and what has been the result. principal paid withput interest; and hence it be- 
Mr. BADGER submitted the following resolu- | came necessary to amend it so as to allow interest 
tion for consideration: "|! to be paid on scrip which had thus been redeemed, 


Resolved, That the clerk to the Presidert pro tempore be || The practice of the Government had been, where 


continued during the reeess of Congress at the same per diem ; ; ; t 
compensation as heretofore allowed. || notice had not been given of the assignment, to 


Mr BADGER I presume there is no objec- enter the interest to the credit of the original holder 


. : : rip. * original resolution provided th: 
tion to the resolution; and I ask the unanimous | oa oes tea eechoed peal the evan 
consent of the Senate to consider it now. || ee eae “a sig 


a || ment should be paid to the assignee after the scrip 
_ heraaca lm tlorene 9 aig AG Ree ee | was presented. That passed, and action has been 


; had upon it. But before the passage of the reso- 
Mr. BERRIEN. The bill ordered to be en- || jution a good deal of scrip had been presented, on 


grossed yesterday granting on certain conditions || which the Government paid the principal, and not 
the alternate sections of public lands along the | the interest; and this amendment is now required 


" to pay the interest which hed accrued before the 
Florida, to Montgomery, in the State of Alabama, passage of the first resolution. 


will require an amendment. With the consent of || The resolution was reported to the Senate, and 
the Senator from Florida, [Mr. Morron,} who | ordered to be engrossed fora third reading. . 
has the bill in charge, I will move that the vote || BILL PASSED. 


: The engrossed bill authorizing the settlement 

Fong Rata ake of thi and payment of*the account of Robert L. Blair, 
bill vénde ob That ell the sdvenuaes enhieh. for the aubsisting and transportation of companies 
, ~—9 - , oi - 

and privileges that are hereby granted to the States K and D of the fifth regiment of Tennessee volun 


, ; teers from Jonesborough to Knoxville, in the year 
of Florida and Alabama, and which are granted 1849, was read a third time and passed. 
for the construction of a railroad from the waters RECIPROCAL TRADE WITH CAmaDA: 
of Pensacola bay to the waters of the Mobile bay, ||_ Mr. HAMLIN moved that the Senate take up 
or Tensaw ‘river, in the State of Alabama.” || the bill to promote reciprocal trade with Canada, 


| Now, I move to amend the section by adding, || for the purpose of making it a special order; but- 


‘“ And of a railroad or branch railroad to the || the motion was not agreed to. 


| Chattahoochee and Flint rivers, in the State of POST ROUTES IN THE UNITED STATES. 


| 


| 


| 


1] 


Georgia.”’ || On the motion of Mr. RUSK, the Senate pro- 
There is now in the process of construction, in |; ceeded tu the consideration of House bill No. 385, 
the State of Georgia, what is denominated the | entitled “A bill to establish certain post routes in 
southwestern railroad, extending from the Chatta- | the United Srates.’’ 
hoochee to the Flint river. By this amendment Mr. RUSK. The Committee on the Post Of- 
it is proposed to invest the company who are con- | fice and Post Roads have reported various amend-- 
structing that road with power to connect it with | ments to this bill. They have looked over it very 
the road authorized by this bill. There is now a || carefally, and these amendments are all put in 
road from Macon fo the Atlantic. I presume no || regular order, so that no difficulty can arise about 
further explanation will be necessary. || them. The amendments are generally known to 
Mr. MORTON. A bill has passed the Senate | Senators, and therefore | move that the question 
authorizing a grant of land to aid in the construc- | be taken upon the amendments together. 
tion of a railroad from Pensacola to Montgomery. The amendments were adopted. 
This amendment is simply to authorize thecom- || On the motion of Mr. RUSK, several other 
pany to extend a branch from the Chattahoochee || amendments which he offered at the request of in- 


t || river, so as to connect with a railroad in the State || dividual Senators, were also adopted. The bill 
the representatives of Samuel Rockwell, submit- | 


of Georgia. | and the amendments simply establish the several 
The question being then taken on the amend- | post routes through every State and Territory in 
ment, it was agreed to, and no further amend- || the Union, the enumeration of which in the bili oc- 





| 
| 


i 
| 


| 





payment of those elaims, the said sum to We distributed in || 


ment being then proposed, the bill was reported to | cupies nearly sixty pages. 

| the Senate, the amendment was concurred in, the | Mr. RUSK. I have also an amendment, con- 
| bill was ordered to be engrossed as amended for _ sisting of several additional sections, which | send 
| a third reading, and was subsequently read a third || to the Chair, and desire that it may be read. 

| time and passed. The amendment was read, as follows: 

_. Mr. BERRIEN. The amendment that has \| Be it enacfed, &c., That there shall be appointed by the 
| just been made will require that the title be || President, with the consent of the Senate, a Deputy Poxt- 


|| amended, and I move to add the words ‘and for |, master General for California and Oregon, whe shall reside 


} ” : : -» || at San Francisco, and reevive a salary of —— per annuum. 
other purposes,’’ so that it will read, * A. bill || He shall exercise and perform within California and Oregon 


| granting the right of way and making a grant of || ati the powers and duties by law vested in the Postnrsster 
| land to the States of Fiorida and Alabama, in aid || General, so far as the same shall be assigned to him by the 
| of the construction of a railroad from the waters | Postmoster General, subject to his supervision, direction, 


: : . || and instructions; and shall make of his proceedings, aud of 
| of Pensacola bay in Florida to Montgomery 1” |) the condition of the post offices and mail service within his 
| the State of Alabama, and for other purposes;” 1 jurisdiction, such reports as the Postmaster General shalt 


which was agreed to. || direct, and employ euch number of clerks, and at such salary 


|, as the Postmaster General shail allow. 
POTOMAC INSURANCE COMPANT. Sec. 2 And be it further enacted, There shall be ap- 


Mr. MASON. I ask the Senate to take up the || pointed by the President, with the consent of the Senate, a 
| bill to renew the charter of the Potomac Insurance || post a@liee audisor: for California and Oregon, whn shalt re- 


Company, for the purpose of reconsidering a vote | *#¢ a Sae Pranciann, ond eeocive 8. ante OS <9r~r Collage 











: : annum. It shall be bis duty to audit and settle, aceurd- 
which was taken the other day on an amendment fie to law, all claims and cteoudih of postmasters with the 
6f the House of Representatives, making the stock- || Post Office Department, arising or accruing in Californian or 
holders individually liable for losses sustained. This |, Oregon, und to perform all duties in regard to said claims and 

| accounts, and such other duties as shall be assigned to bim 
amendment — made by the House of Represent. || by the Secretary of the Treasury, (or Postmaster General,) 
atives, and will, I believe, render the bill valueless. || in the same manner that the Auditor of the Treasury for 
I do not propose.to discuss the bill ‘now, but I || the Post Office Department is now required to perform like 


: : : . ‘= and to transmit to said de pariment, addressed to the 
ae the woe has to take it up with the view of || © aie thereof, a quarterly statement, exhibiting the 
ving the upon the table. | shall not || amount of its revenues derived from postages collected in 


call it up again during the present session. California and Oregon, and the amount of its expenditures 












































therein for each of the following objects, namely: Compen- 
extion to postmasters; transportation of the mails; ship, 
steamboat, and way letters; wrapping-paper; office furni- 
turret ddvertising; mail- 3 blanks; mail-locks, keys, 
and stamps; mail and special agents; clerks 
for offices; and miscellaneous; in order that same may 


be carried to the credit-and debit of the kppropriation for 
Office Department on the books of 


the service of the Post 
the Auditor for said department; and said Auditor may em- 


ploy euch number of clerks at such salaries as the Secretary 


of the Treasury shall allow. 
Sec. 3. be it 


The Postmaster Gen- 
eral may order the dead letters in 


post offices in Cali- 


fornia and Oregon to be returned to and opened at San 
Francisco, instead of being sent to the General Post Office. 
He may dispense with advertising proposals for carrying the 
mits in California and Oregon in the papers in the city of 


Washington, and he may allow to postmasters there a com- 


mission for their compensation not exceeding seventy-five 


per cent, on the amount of postage received at their re- 
epective offices, instead of the amount now fixed by law. 

Buc. 4. And be it farther enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of the Seeretary of the Navy, in addition to the mail 
service of onee each month by bim already contracted for 
ander the fifth section of an act entitled “ An act providing 
for the building and equipment of four naval steamships,”’ 
approved March four, eighteen hundred and forty-seven, to 
contract, on behalf of the United States, for the transporta- 
tion of the maile in steamships between Panama and San 
Francisco, and the intermediate ports, another time each 
month, each way,in such manner as to connect with the 
mail arriving twice each month at Chagres, on the Auantic, 
#0 aa ts make two mails wach way to San Franeisco. 


Mr. TURNEY. I think this amendment ought 
to be explained, 


passed without investigation. It is proposed to 
transfer a branch of the Post Office Department to 


California, and to invest it with all the powers | 


* within the limits of that district which appertain 


to the Postmaster General in the remainder of the || 


United States, and to give to the branch thus cre- 
ated officers to carry these provisions into opera- 
tion. In fact itis to create a colony in relation to 


the Post Office Department in California. It strikes 
me that a measure of such importance, and intro- 
ducing 80 great a change in the Post Office Depart- 


ment, deserves more consideration than we can 


give to it during the short period remaining of the 


present session. | certainly am not prepared to 


vote for such an amendment without ample ex- 


* planation. 

Mr. WALKER. Iam sorry to see that amend- 
ment offered. It sounds to mea little like a mel- 
ancholy acknowledgment that we have extended 
our dominion a little too far. It is a peculiar 

roposition, 
Gavuiotgment of the kind I mention, but it cer- 
tainly so impresses itself upon my mind, and it 
- excites in me rather a peculiar train of thought. 
Sir, the Federal head of this Government, estab- 
lished by the Constitution, seems for the first time 
in our history about to be sundered, and to be dis- 
trivated between two portions of the Republic. 
Thai amendment, it appears to me, points the first 
finger to the quinbliohanent of an eastern and a 
western empire. 
nesvee may well remark that it isa singular propo- 
sition. | certainly think it is one of too great im- 
portance to be sufficiently considered in the short 
space of time which is yet left us, considering all 
the other urgent business which is still before us. 
For my part, | earnestly hope that it may be con- 
sidered more thoroughiy and deeply than we can 
possibly have time to consider it during the pres- 
ent session, and | trust the Senator will with- 
draw it, 

Mr. RUSK. [am surprised that this proposi- 
tion has excited any astonishment at this time, for 
* jt was reported by the committe: more than six 
months ago, in answer to a memorial presented to 
the Senate by merchants of the cities of Boston 
and New York. One proposition is to increase 
the mails between this part of the United States 
and Oregon. At present the mail passes between 
New York and Chagres twice a month, and from 
Panama to San Francisco only once a month, and 
great inconvenience is the necessary result. On 
this subject petitions have come to the Senate from 
merchants of Boston and New York, for an in- 
crease of the mails on the Pacific side. | think it 
is due that the mail service there should be in- 
creased, so as te obviate the inconvenience of 
which complaints are now so justly made. 

The other propositions in the bill are based 
upon suggestions of the Postmaster General. I 
have struggled hard to get the bill up fora long time, 
but hele matters, of a local character altogether, 
have been forward so as to render it im- 
ee for me to get the bill before the Senate. 

he compensation which is allowed to postmast- 


It seems to contain very im- 
portant sections, and | think they ought not to be || 


It may not be designed as an ac- | 


| 
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| next quarter is past. 
*to be made to get the accounts audited here, when 


| of superintending these mail affairs. 


| Union. 


|| Boston and New York on the subject. 


| United States. 
| will be better to submit to the inconveniences under 


| the business which appertains to that State. 
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ers, under the law, in other sections of the United 
States, will not secure the services of men capable 
of discharging the businesss at those distant parts 
of the Union. The existing state of things there 
is peculiar; labor commands a great price; conse- 
quently the amount of commissions given to a 
postmaster in any other part of the United States 
will not be sufficient to procure the services of a 
postmaster there. We have no mail route to Cali- 
fornia by land. We ought to have one promptly. 
The examination of accounts, and the superintend- 


| ence of the mail service, cannot be well performed 


when the superintendents have to travel by the 
way of Panama on account of the length of time 
required. The returns which are made for one 
quarter do not reach the department here until the 
A six months’ voyage has 


| it might beas well done there by an agent appointed 


for the purpose. The Postmaster General could 
send one of his assistants out there for the purpose 
He sends his 
mail agents everywhere, and yet mail agents in 
Missouri do not point to a separation of this 
No, sir. The separation, or the danger 
of separation, will not come from the extremes. 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Not at all. 

. Mr. RUSK. If from any quarter, that danger 
may be looked for here. Agitation here may throw 
off the extremes, but from the extremes no danger 
need be anticipated. This amendment looks to 


nothing of that description. It was submitted upon || 


the suggestion of the Postmaster General. It was 
sent in when the first petitiona were received from 
The bill 
was drawn up by the Postmaster .General, after 
mature deliberation, and the bill in relation to-the 
Auditor there was also drawn up by him, after the 


|| whole subject had been examined fully and thor- 


oughly, and by him sent to me. 

Mr. WALKER. The speech of the honorable 
Senator from Texas sounds to me very much like 
his proposition. Now, sir, if it was reduced to the 
smallest possible space into which it could t* re- 


| duced, it amounts to nothing more nor less thanan 
| acknowledgment that our territory has been so far 
| extended that it cannot be managed by the old ma- 


chinery of the Government. Well, suppose that 


| it cannot be done for a year or two, owing to pe- 


culiar circumstances, the time, it is to be hoped, will 


| come, and that shortly, when facilities of commu- 


nication in regard to that country will be as great 
as they now are in the oldest settled parts of the 
I think, therefore, that it certainly 


which we may labor for a shott time than to take 
this very unadvised step. The Senator from Texas 
says that there is no fear of a separation coming 


| from the extremes of the country. 
i think the Senator from Ten- |) 


Mr. RUSK. Will the Senator permit me to in- 
terrupt him? 

Mr. WALKER. Certainly. 

Mr. RUSK. Ido not wish to encroach upon 


| that portion of the day which is set apart for the 


business of California, although this is a Sits of 

will 
therefore withdraw this amendment now, and I 
give notice, at the same time, in order that gentle- 
men may have an opportunity of examining this 
matter, that on the first day when I can do so, I 
will move to take up this proposition as a separate 
measure. 

Mr. WALKER. I will ask permission to finish 
the sentence which I was uttering when the Sena- 
tor interrupted me. The Senator from Texas says 
there is no danger of a separation of the Union 
from the extremes. * Here, however, is a proposi- 
tion coming from one of the extremes which, to 
me, evidently appears to lead to that result. 

The amendment was then withdrawn. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I wish to offer the follow- 
ing amendment: 


“ And be it further enacted, That the third section of the 
act ot August 14, 1848, entitled ‘An act to establish certain 
ee routes,’ be extended to the Territories of Utah and New 

exico; and that the Postmaster General be authorized to 
establish such rates of postage in the said Territories as to 
him may seem proper, not exeeeding those aithorized in 

act. 


The object of that amendment is simply this: 
There are no post routes established by the exist- 
ing law either in Utah or New Mexico; nor is there 


any authority by which, the Post Office Depart- 
ment can establish 
these Territories. e third section of the act of 


t routes and post offices in 


| 1848 . . . 
1848 gave a discretionary authority, so 
ifornia and Or were concerned. orn 
interior Territories without any riche 
The amendment proposes 
authority of the Womens 
Titories, and to adopt th 
are established by the act of 1848. 
~~ mene “* freed to. * 
mendments establishi 
adopted, on the motions of Mr DAYTOS a 
Mr. DODGE of Wisconsin. nae 
e bill was then reported to the 
the several athondeneaite adopted by se 
as in Committee of the Whole were eo 
in, and ordered to be engrossed; and the 
read a third time and passed. 
LEGISLATION FOR CALIFORNIA, 

The bills heretofore introduced by the Senato 
_ from California were some days since made me 

special order for this day; and, on motion the 
Senate proceeded to their consideration, | 
CALIFORNIA JUDICIARY. 
| The first bill taken up was ‘a bill to provide 
for extending the laws and the judicial system 
of the United States to the State of Californie. 

A long debate ensued, mainly upon the rate 
of compensation to be paid to the diStrict judges 
of which a report will be found in the Appendix.’ 

The bill underwent some amendment, and was 
passed through its final stages. 

COLLECTION DISTRICTS IN CALIFORNIA, 

The Senate then proceeded to the consider. 
tion of the bill to create collection districts in Ca). 
fornia. 

The bill, after an elaborate discussion anj 
amendment, of which a report will be published 
| in the Appendix, was ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. 

HOUR OF MEETING. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I wish to offer a resolution 
which I think is important. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That on and after Monday next, the hour of 
meeting of the Senate shall be 10 o’clock, a. m. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

CALIFORNIA BUSINESS. 

Mr. FREMONT. I move that the remaining 
|| bills in relation to the State of California, be 
made the special order for Monday next, at twelve 
o’clock. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I hope that no day wil 
now be fixed for taking up the remaining Califor- 
nia business. We have several appropriation 
bills to take up, and it is absolutely necessary 
that they should be disposed of. I am as willing 
as any Senator to attend to California business, 
but we must have these appropriation bills dis- 
posed of. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I rise simply to state that on 
Monday next, at twelve o’clock, I shall ask the 
Senate to proceed to the consideration of Execu- 
tive business. 

Pending the question on the motion of Mr. 
Fremont— . ’ 

On motion by Mr. SEWARD, the Senate ai- 
journed. 


’ and 

Senate 
Neurred 
bill was 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. . 
ib Satrurpayr, September 21, 1850. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
HOUR OF MEETING. : 
Mr. COBB, of Alabama, asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to offer a resolution, which, 
he said, was of interest to the whole country, and 
to which, therefore, he hoped that no objection 
would be made. : 
The resolution was read for information. It 
rovided that the daily hour of meeting of this 
House should be ten o’clock for the remainder of 
the session, unless otherwise ordered by the House. 
The resolution having been read, objection w® 
made to its introduction. : ‘ 
Mr. COBB (under the 137th rule, which prohi 
its general motions to sus the rules on other 
days than Mondays, “except during the last - 
days of the session”) moved that the rules of 
House be to enable him to introduce 
the resolution. 


Mr. BAYLY. We will lose time by the adop- 
tion ot ie resolution. : 
The SPEAKER, No remarks are in order. 


































































1950. 


gre question is on the motion to suspend the 





two 

ona, ee JONES. Let the resolution be read. 

a The SPEAKER. The resolution simply pro- 
- rides that the daily hour of meeting shall be ten 


5, . 
; wrek ON ES. For the remainder of the session? 
The SPEAKER. For the remainder of the 
i COBB called for the yeas and nays on the 
@ potion to suspend the rules. 
at The SPEAKER (having counted) said there 
; as not @ sufficient number. 

Mr. COBB called for tellers on the yeas and 


pays. 
Tellers were refused. e ; 
Mr. BAYLY. What time will the committees 
re jeve to act upon bills from the Senate? 
he The SPEAKER put the question on the motion | 


he to suspend the rules, and the affirmative vote was 
declared to be 55. ; 

The negative vote was given up. 

de So, two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 

m miles were not suspended, and the resolution was || 
not received. 

le THE COMMITTEES. 

" Mr. BAYLY. I ask the unanimous consent of 

the House to introduce a resolution. It provides 

for an amendment to one of our rules, the adoption | 

of which the business of the Houre renders abso- 

lutely indispensable, as, if the House will indulge 

. me fora moment, I will demonstrate. 

; No objection having been made— 

Mr. BAYLY proceeded with his remarks. The 
amendment proposes to enable Committees of Con- 
ference and the Committee of Ways and Means 

to report atany time. Bills from the Senate—ap- 
propriation bills—will be coming like a torrent 
down upon us, and if the Committee of Ways and 

) Means is to be compelled to wait for the regular 
call of reports, it will be impossible to get the bills | 
through during the single week that remains of the 
session, 

General cries of ** Consent.’’} , 

he SPEAKER. What rule does the gentle- 
man from Virginia Muh Bay yr] propose to amend? 

Mr. BAYLY. ‘The one hundred and thirty- 
eighth rule. 

The rule was read by the Clerk, as follows: 

“Ttshall he in order for the Committee on Enrolled Bills 
to report at any time.” | 

The rule having been read— 

Mr. PRESTON KING was understood to sug- 
gest that an amendment to the rule was unneces- 
saty, as the House would give its consent to re- 
ports being made from these committees at any 
time, 

Mr. BAYLY. It is an amendment which the 
committee propose as a permanent amendment, and 
it ought to be made. 

; = PRESTON KING made a remark not 
earc. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Bayty] as moving, 
asa permanent amendment to the one hundred 
and thirty-eighth rule, té insert after the words, 
“Committee on Enrolled Bills,”*the words, ** Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means and Committees of 
Conference.’? 

Mr.BAYLY. That is my motion. 

Mr. BURT. I ask that the amendment may 
be reduced to writing. I have no objection that 
the Committee of Ways and Means shall have 
leave to report appropriation bills at any time, 
and that Committees of Conference shall also 
be allowed to make their reports at any time; but 

cannot consent that the Committee of Ways 
and Means shall have power, to the exclusion of 
all other committees, to report at any time any 
Matter except appropriation bills. 

The SPEAKER again explained the amend- 
ment, and inquired, ‘Is there objection?”’ 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, objected. 

Mr. BAYLY. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, to enable me to introduce the resolution. 
_Mr. JONES. I ask the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. Barty] 80 to modify his resolution as 
to aut the mittee of Ways ant Means 
{0 report appropriation bills at any time. 
an BAYLY. Ihave no objection so to modify 


tion 
, then, that there will 








| 











Mr. JONES. I 
be no objection to its 





| and, having been taken, the amendment of Mr. 
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The question, ** Shall the rules be suspended?” 
was taken, and the affirmative vote stood—ayes 95. 

The SPEAKER. Evidently, two-thirds in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. MILLER called for tellers, who were re- 


fused. 

Mr. VENABLE, (to the Speaker.) Did a 
quorum vote? 

The SPEAKER. On the motion to suspend 
the rules, the Chair did not count the negatives. 
There were ninty-five in the affirmative, and it 
was evident that there was more than a sufficient 
number rising in the negative to make a quorum. 

So the resolution was received. 

And the question being on its adoption— 

Mr. JONES moved to amend it by adding the 
words, ‘for the remainder of the present ses- 
sion.”” 

Mr. BAYLY. | call the previous question. | 


Objection being still made— 


Mr. JONES submitted to the Speaker that he 
was entitled to the floor, and that the gentleman 
from Virginia. (Mr. Barty] could not, therefore, || 
move the previous question. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- | 


nessee [Mr. Jones} had been recognized, and is 
entitled to the floor. 


Mr. JONES. I move the amendment, and I 
call the previous question. 
Mr. BAYLY. I hope the amendment will not 


be agreed to. 


There was a second to the demand for the pre- || 


vious question, and the main question was ordered, 


ees 


Jones was agreed to. 

And the amendment of Mr. Bayty, as thus | 
amended, was agreed to. 

THE FORTIFICATION BILL. 

Mr. ASHMUN. There is upon the Speaker’s | 
table, on its third reading, a bill making appropri- | 
ations for certain fortifications. It has been lying | 
there for some time, and with a view to enable the | 
Senate to act upon it, I move that that bill be now | 
taken up. 
suspension of the rules. 

Objections were made. 

Mr. ASHMUN. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended. 

The question was taken, and two thirds not | 
voting in the affirmative, the rules were not sus- | 





calendar. 

Mr. BURT. I give notice that if that motion 
| should not prevail, I shall move that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the | 
state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the | 
gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. vee that 
the motion to go into Conimittee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union would have precedence over 
the motion to go into Committee of the Whole, 
because there is a special order pending in Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BURT. Then, I move that the House re- 





solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the | 


state of the Union. 
NAVAL RETIRED LIST. 
Mr. SCHENCK. 


would waive his motion for a few moments, to 





_ list in the navy be made the special order for some 
early day in the next session. 

| Mr. BURT, referring to the number of import- 
| ant bills yet to be acted upon, declined to with- 
| draw the motion. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The question then recurred, and was taken, on 
the motion of Mr. Burr; and by ayes 73, noes 47, 
it was agreed to. 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Diswey 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of 
the bill making appropriations for the support of 
the naval service of ‘the United States for the fis- 
cal year ending 30th June, 1851. 

e state of the question was this: 

Mr. Srawron, of Tennessee, had moved the 

following amendment: 


“ And the Secretary of the Navy is hereby directed to 
parchane the right 00 ae, and-eoues to be applied to al the 


i} 


If objection be made, | shall move a || 


pended. | 
Mr. DANIEL. I move that the House resolve || 


itself into Committee of the Whole on th ivate || 
> Pee | built, Joseph P. Pirseon’s patent condenser for supplying the 


enable me to move that the bill to create a retired || 


1899 


steamers belonging to the United States, and hereafter to be 
built, Joseph P. Pirsson’s patent condenser for supplying 
the boilers of marine engines with fresh water; and to pay 
to the owner or owners thereof, out of the appropriations 
for the navy, 4 sum equal to one half of the actual saving 
cansed by the said patent condenser in the expense of keep- 
ing the war steamers now belonging to the United States, 
and which may hereafter be constructed during the lifetime 
of said patent, in active service five years, and in the pres- 
ervation of their machinery. The value of the saving effect- 


|| ed by the use of said patent condenser to be ascertained by 


a board of three competent engineers, one of whom shall be 
selected by the Secretary of the Navy, one by the owner or 
owners of said patent condenser, and one by the two thus 
appointed. The said board to be appointed as soon a’ pos- 
sible after the passage of this act.” 


Mr. Boxer had moved the following substi- 
tute amendment to the amendment: 


« And the Secretary of the Navy is hereby authorized and 
directed to appoint a board of engineers, competent to in- 


| vestigate and decide upon the merits of the several sieam 


condensers pr a for the adoption of Government for 
use on board of the steamers under the control of the Navy 
Department; and the said Secretary is hereby authorized to 
adopt the one recommended*to him by said board of engi- 


|| neers,’? 


And the question was on agreeing to the amend- 
ment to the amendment. . 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I propose to 
| amend my original motion in a manner which, I 
understand, will make it satisfactory to the gentle- 
| man from New York, (Mr. Boxer.] 1 presume 
| it will be in order for me to do so? 

The CHAIRMAN said it would not be in order 
lspending the amendment of the gentleman from 
| New York, (Mr. Boxes.} 

Mr. STANTON inquired whether it was not in 
| order to perfect the original amendment before 
| taking a vote on the amendment of the gentleman 
| from New York? 

| Mr. WHITE. The amendment of the gentle- 
| man from New York is a substitute. 

| Mr. STANTON. Can I not withdraw my 
| amendment and add a proviso? 

The CHAIRMAN ruled that the gentleman 
| could only do so by unanimous consent. 
| Mr. STANTON. Then I will merely say that 
my amendment, as | desire to modify it, will be 
satisfactory to the gentleman from New York, 
| [Mr. Boxee,} and | hope, therefore, that hia will 

be voted down. 
| The CHAIRMAN, If there is no objection, 
| the modification will be received. 

Mr. HALL. I call for the reading of it. 

The proposed modification was read, as follows: 
“And the Secretary of the Navy is hereby directed to 


purchase the right to use, and cause to be applied to abi the 
steamers belonging to the United States, and hereafter to be 


boilers of marine engines with fresh water; and to pry to 
| the owner or owners thereof, out of this appropriation, a 
sum equal to one half of the actual saving caused by the said 
| patent condenser in the expense of keeping the war steam- 
ers now belonging to the United States, and which may 
hereafter be constructed during the lifetime of said patent, 
in active service for five years, and in the preservation of 
their machinery. The value of the saving effrcted by the 
use of said patent condenser to be ascertained by a board 
of three competent engineers, one of whom shall be selected 
| by the Secretary of the Navy, one by the owners of said 
patent, and one by the two thus appointed: Provided, That 
said board shall first decide that said Pirsson’s condenzer is 
| preferable to any other ‘invention of the same kind; and 
| said board to be appeinted as soon as possible after the pass- 
| age of this act.” 
Mr. HALL. I object. 
The CHAIRMAN. There being objection, it 


is not in order for the gentleman to offer his mod- 


| 


I should feel obliged to the || ification. 
| gentleman from South Carolina ie. Burt} if he |! 


| ‘The question was then stated to be on the amend- 
| ment of Mr. Boxee. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Fowxer, and 
Jackson of Geo: gia, were appointed. 

Mr. CALVIN called for the reading of the 
| amendment to the amendment, and it was again 
| read. 
| The question was then taken. 
| . The vote was. not heard, but the Chairman 
| stated that no quorum had voted. 

The CHAIRMAN directed the roll to be called. 
Mr. BURT said that th: call of the roll would 
consume considerable time; and he a that, 
| by general consent, a recount should be taken. 
| Let all the time be saved that could be saved. 
| Mr. MORRIS objected to the recount, but with- 
| drew the objection. 

Mr. SCHENCK renewed it. 

The roll was then called. 

The committee then rose and reported the names 
of the absentees of the House to be entered upon 
the Journal. 1 

A quorum having appeared, 
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The committee resumed its session. 

Mr. BOKEE, in consequence of Mr. Srawtown’s 
modification of his amendment, asked and obtained 
leave to withdraw his (Mr. B.’s) amendment to 
the amendment. 

The question recurring upon agreeing to Mr. 
Eranton'’s modified siandieiedin’ ™ 

The amendment was read, 

Mr. BOWLIN moved an 
amendment, as follows: 


“ Provided, That the Secretary of the Navy shall in no 
case contract to give more than 10.000 for the right to use 
the pstent so adopted, nor shall he contract to use any, until 


amendment to the 


the contract for the purchase price of the right of use is | 


consummated,” 


Mr. BOWLIN warmly opposed the amendment 
of the chairman of the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs. He said the fact that it was plausible, fur- 
nished no sound argument for its support. He 
called upon members of the committee'to take no- 


tice that, however plausible, it was a plan to ena- | 


ble this inventor to put his hands into the Treasury 
at his own pleasure, and at the pleasure of a com- 
mittee who might be appointed to decide. 
referred to the jmmense benefits which resulted 
from the invention of the cotton gin and of the 


steam engine; and said if such a contract had been | 


made with their inventors as was now pressed 
upon Congress, they would have received millions 
and handreds of millions of dollars annually. 
What would be the amount paid under this amend- 
ment? Did anybody know? Would it be ten 
or fifteen millions of dollavs? He was utterly 
opposed to this plan of opening the doors of the 
Treasury to individuals. 
select one person and the officer of the Treasury 
to select another, to determine how deeply this 

‘man should plunge his arms into the Treasury. 
The whole system was wrong. The Congress of 
the United States was the appointed guardian, un- 
der the-Constitution, of the public Treasury; and 
so help him.God, he would never surrender that 
authority to any executive officer or to any irrespon- 
sible déommission who might be influenced by they 
knew not what motives in estimating the value of 
this invention. If it was valuable, let a proper 
compensation be determined upon, and let Con- 
gress eppropriate a specific sum in dollars and 
cents. Let everybody know how much this man 
was to receive—and let them not appropriate an 
indefinite and unknown amount. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, said, he was 
quite sare the proposition he had reported would 
have none of the monstrous effects which the gen- 
Ueman from Missouri seemed to anticipate. A 
patent continued for fourteen years; this prop- 
osition gave the inventor one half of the saving 
effected by it for five years, Five years was about 


ove third of fourteen; one half of a third was one || 


sixih; so that the Government proposed to give 


the inventor one sixth of the actual saving from | 


this invention, for the time during which a patent 
continued, The gentleman from Missouri argued 
by analogy from the invention of the cotton gin 
and of the steam engine, that this inventor might 
receive millions annually; he (Mr. 8.) referred to 
ihe anvount of this item of appropriation, and said 
that out of an aggregate expenditure of only two 
or three hundred thousand dollars, the saving was 
io be estimated. He could not conceive of a fairer 
or more just mode of estimating the value of the 
invention, 

Mr. BURT desired to ask a question of the 
chairmen of the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
The gentleman’s proposition, if he understood it 


correctly, required the Secretary of the Navy to | 
adopt that improvement if it should be found bet-— 


ter than any other. He desired to know of the 
genueman what reason there was for making it 
imperative upon the Secretary of the Navy to 
adopt this improvement?) Why not leave it at his 
discretion? 

Mr. STANTON, I will answer the question. 
It hus already been proved, not only theoretically 
but. practically, to. be the best invention; but in 
defereace to the wishes of the gentleman from 
New York, | modified my amendment so that the 
Secretary of the Navy shali not be required to 
adopt it, unless it shall be approved by the board 
of engineers as the best invention of the kind. 
The reason why ‘t is proposed to make it impera- 
tive upon the Secretary of the Navy is, that 
although it has for more than a year been reported 
favorably upon by the board olenginaan, yet the 


He | 








| Secretary of the Navy states that he is not,author- || carried on h 
] ized to adopt it. TheCommittee on Naval Affairs || and the 
have investigated the subject fully, and come to | 


| the conclusion with the chief engineer—a portion 
| of whose letter was read yesterday—that it is indis- 
|| pensable that this proposition should be adopted. 
|| ‘Tellers were asked and ordered, and Messrs. 
1 Tavion, and Mann of Pennsylvania, were ap- 
|| pointed. 

| The question was taken, and the tcllers re- 
| ported—ayes 71, noes 58. 

So the amendment to the amendment was agreed 


Mr. VENABLE moved to amend the amend- 

| ment of Mr. Srawron, by striking out the word 

| ** directed,’’ and substituting ‘* authorized at his 
discretion.’’ 

Mr. V. said: Mr. Chairman, this is another ap- 
| plication to interest the Government in the hazards 
of a private speculation—another proof that prece- 
dents should be cautiously admitted, for the influ- 





|| to 


i 


|| ence which they exert is most deleterious if they || 


|| are precedents for wrongs. 


Being most readily 
quoted, and the reasons for them not being always 
| at hand, and the circumstances under which they 
| have arisen not being properly appreciated, they 
usually are substituted for fundanrental law. The 
| connection of the Government with mail steamers 

has involved us in the casualties belonging to the 
transportation of produce and passengers, as well 
| as the mail. 


| viduals and corporations, and engaged in pursuits | 


which belong to private enterprise. By the pres- 


| 
' Office and take part of the risk of profit and loss 
|| in the use of an invention. 
|| the purchase of the patent by the Secretary of the 


|| Navy, if he should be satisfied that it will be use- | 


'| ful and economical. I would not be over-scrupu- 
| lous as to the sum paid for its use. I would be 
liberal, although 1 see no reason why our Govern- 








| 


} 
| 


2 | ent proposition we are asked to go into the Patent || 
This inventor was to |) proR 4 || 


ment, which grants the monopoly of a patent, and | 
protects the inventor in its enjoyment, should pur- | 


chase on more disadvantageous terms than any in- 
dividual who may desire to do the same. Yet I 
think that the sum should be fixed. If the Secre- 
tary pays too much for it, it will be our loss; if it 
is as valuable as the inventor supposes, it will be 
“our gain, In either case he will be paid for his in- 
|| vention. Tam sure that no one supposes that an 
|| inventor either would or should return the pur- 
chase money because the invention did not meet 
the anticipations of the purchaser. So there is no 
obligation, legal or moral, which binds the pur- 
| chaser to divide profits if it proves to be valuable. 
|| The amendment of the chairman imperatively 
‘| commands the Secretary to purchase: | propose 
|| to leave it to his sound discretion. 
| Mr. Chairman, it is wrong in principle to pur- 
|| sue any other system of action. If inventions are 
really ageful, they will find those who will gladly 
| pay for theiruse. The exclusive monopoly of the 
|| patent is a sufficient compensation for the risk of 
| the experiment. This is the theory of the patent 
|| law, and the only ground upon which it can be 
|| justified. T make no remark about this. particular 
|, steam-condenser. I know nothing of ins mechan- 
|| ism or its usefulness. JI hope it is all that it has 
| been described, and that the inventor may seap a 
|| golden reward for his ingenuity. But I protest 
| against this interfering and interrupting on the 
U part of this Government with those enterprises, 
| which, in their nature, must succeed best when 
| under individaal control. The ocean is traversed 
|| by steamers from almost all civilized nations, and 
| if this condenser has the merit supposed, there is 
a most extensive field for its employment. I do 
|| not feel willing to direct the Secretary to adopt 
|| any machinery, or to tax the Treasury to meet 
|| the risk of experiments on its efficacy. Iam not 
] sufficiently informed on the subject, and think 
| that the wiser course is, to refer it to those who 
i; ave better qualified to decide. Gentlemen tell us, 
(that this isa legitimate field for the operation of 
Government. They say that it relates to carrying 
be mail, and that is one of our duties. The same 
|| course of reasoning would lead us very far. If 
we ought to become partners, in building the oe? 
and purchasing the boilers and condensers of the 
steamers because they carry the mail, we ought, 
with equal propriety, to breed horses, and raise 
hemp, make cordage, forge iron bolts, work cop- 
per, gather naval stores, saw timber and make 
coaches, tan leather, build railroads. The mail is 
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I have no objection to | 
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orseback, in coaches, and on rai 
Government could with 
enter into the one enterp 


rise AS into the oth 
with equal prospect of success. Sir, every time 
mingle in such matters we extend the infly » 
te associations and individua - 
control the press, operate on C 


Sept. 21, 


equal Propriety 
eT, and 


Is, wh 
ongress, and by 


a combination of influences dispose of 'the 7 


enue and govern the country. 
press subsidized for the prom 
Column after colu 
pers contain the history of th 
known their pretensions. Penny-a 
requisition, and the walls which 


schemes. 


otion of all 
mn of leading py. 
eir merits and make 


Already is th, 


these 


-liners are ig 
SUrround the 


liberty of the press are perverted into a hiding. 


place for some disappointed applicant 
pensioner toshoot poisoned arrows at me 
this House who have the hardihood to 
pendently and vote conscientiously. Fo 
part I regard the censure of such perao 
reward, and one would be induced to as 


» OF hig 
mbers of 
act inde. 
TMy own 
nS a hich 
k himself 


should he, unfortunately, receive their approbation 
~ ’ 


‘* What have I done wrong that this m 
One thing I observe, 


| easier than to receive applause at the hands of 


praise me?’’ 


an should 
Nothing js 


thoseof whomI speak. Vote forall larze schemes 


_of expenditure—make speeches in favor of all 


splendid schemes—be ever ready to fix them Upon 


the Freasury, and editorials, communic 
, a8 well || letter-writers, et id omne 
By law we are interested with indi- | 


ations, 


enus, will place your 


name on that portion of the book of fame io 
which they have access, and even astonish you 
with thegreat merits which you have unconsciously 
possessed. To talk of economy is vulgar, to save 
the public money is contracted, and to prevent 
taxation the consummation of littleness. 4) 
this is natural; the ‘‘ox knoweth his owner and 
the ass his master’s crib;”’ even the dog knows hi; 


master’s whistle, and follows at his heels. 


All this 


pressure is perhaps necessary, for near the close of 
the session these great schemes mature, and 4 
few eventful days make sad havoc with the 
Treasury. Nothing, sir, shall deter me from a 
strict scrutiny into their merits: if advisable and 
expedient, I shall give them my support; if not, | 


shall resist them to the last. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, (interposing.) 
If nothing is saved, nothing is paid. If anything 
is saved, the individual is only to have a part of 


that amount for a given time. 


Mr. VENABLE. 
proposition is to interest the Government with the 
individual, and to make the Government pay far 
more at the end than it would in the beginning, |t 
makes the Government keep an account, and settle 
with the inventor at a certain time. ° 

Mr. SACKETT said, he was opposed to the 
proposition before the committee, so far as he was 
able to judge of it from any information now be- 


fore them. 


I understand that. 


The 


What was the proposition? It was 


to make the Government an experimenter to try 


a new invention. 
stances it was presented. 


marine. 


Letas see under what cireum- 
We had a merchant 
We had the experience of a number of 
years upon the seas—— 


’ The CHAIR interposed, and said that the im- 
mediate question before ‘the committee was on the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from North 


Carolina, [Mr. VenaB ie. ] 
Mr. SACKETT. Yes. 


amendment. 


[ am opposed to the 


The CHAIR. The gentleman must limit his 
remarks to the amendment of the gentleman from 
North Carolina. 


Mr. SACKETT, (continuing.) What informe- 
tion had the committee in relation to the subject? 
Was there any report from the owners of any 


ships who had made experiments? 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, (interposing-) 


Yes, sir. 

Mr. SACKETT, (continuing, and apparently 
the remark of Mr. Srawron.) We 
have heard nothing upon the subject. It was said 
that it would cost nothi 

Mr. STANTON, of 


not hearing 


"Tennessee, 


If the gentleman from New York » fi allow me. 


Mr. SACKETT declined to yield, remarking, 
that he had not time. It was said, (Mr. S. con- 
tinued,) that the cost would be nothing, because 
what was paid would come 
But the expense 


of in 


tof what was saved. 
the invention had 
to be paid by the Government. If anything should 
‘be saved, why, to that extent, to be sure, the ar- 
gument was good; but still, he repeated, the Gov- 


interposing.) 
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to the cost of the introduction of 
ca ni such time as evidence should 
eS id before them, from persons having made the 
r trials, that this invention was valuable, he 
wid object to this Government turning experi- 
or for the benefit of this individual. 
The question was then taken, and the amend- 
nent of Mr. VeNnABLE to the amendment was re- 
ne question recurring on the amendment, 

Mr. CROWELL offered the following as a sub- 
stitute therefor: 

That the Secretary of the Navy be authorized to exam- 

‘ato the merits of the various condensers for supplying 
= iers of marine engines with fresh water, and that he 
yong this House, at its next session, the result of said 
: nigation, together with his opinion asto the vatue of the 
Lor said condensers to the Government of the United 
aon and that the sum of $5,000 be, and the saure is here- 
wy, appropriated to carry into effect this provision.” 

Mr. CROWELL said, that if the committee 
anetioned any measure looking to action upon this 
invention, a8 proposed by the gentleman from 
Tennessee, (Mr. Stanron,] it seemed to him (Mr. 
¢,) that something of the kind indicated in his 
amendment should be adopted. He did not think 
the Government ought to select ove of these 
patents, without reference to the merits of a num- 
ver of others which were Known to be in exist- 
ence. They ought to act upon full and adequate 
information; and to that end the matter should, in 
his judgment, be referred to the Secretary of the 
Treasury or the Secretary of the Navy. Let that 
oficer institute an examination, and report the re- 
sult to Congress at its next session. Congress 
would then be prepared to make a selection be- 
tween these various plans. But, again: At this 
stage of the session he did not think that the 
Government should enter into any permanent ar- 
rangement. Weall know that, according to the 
theory of Professor Page, steam, as a motive 
power, was to be superseded by electro-magnet- 
ism. He{Mr. C.) thought that the hands of the 
Government should not be tied, and that it should 
not be compelled, by a permanent contract, to use 
steam a8 a motive power, when no man could tell 
how soon its use might be superseded by a still 
more powerful and perfect agent. There was yet 
another objection in his mind to the proposition of 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Sranron.] 
The measure of compensation was entirely unlim- 
ited and indefinite. In what way could the amount 
of money to be paid be ascertained, if this amend- 
ment should be adopted? It was entirely pre- 
posterous, he must say, with great deference to 
the mover of it. Jt was impossible to act upon a 
proposition of this kind in any regular way. If 
the committee was to take any action at all, he 
hoped it would be by the appropriation of a .pe- 
ciic sum of money, and by a provision that ex- 
periments should be made by competent engineers 
or scientific men, in order that the merits of the 
invention might be fally tested. The result could 
be reported at the next session, and Congress 
could thea legislate intelligently upon the matter. 

Mr. HALL moved to amend the amendment 
a Crowe tL, by increasing the appropriation 

The CHAIRMAN, Tere is an amendment 
to the arnendment already pending. 

Mr. CROWELL. 1 propose my amendment 


; 888 substitute for this amendment of the gentle- 


man from ‘Tennessee, and suppose that it is open 
to amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN repeated his decision for- 
merly made, that a substitute was simply an 
amendment. 
mat ‘amendment of Mr. Hat was not re- 

ived, 


} =? conversation followed on the point of 
er, 
Mr. HALL called for the reading of the amend: 
ment; which was again read. 
The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment to the amendment was agreed to. 
And the amendment as amended was to. 
Mr. MOREHEAD aaid, he believed there was 


no amendment ing? 
The CHAIRMAN oid there was not. 
. Mr. MOREHEAD moved to amend the bill by 
‘nserling therein the following: 
> That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is 


hereby, in procuring the hemp which may hereaf- 
ter be for naval to American 
thn at purchase a 





| as to obtain contracts for it, but chat it should 
| be thrown open; and if the Government through 





| the preference to the American article manu- || 
factured out of the American raw material, if it | 


| hemp for the last five years, he could see no 


the nav need, in open market, whenever practicable : 
rasan we had of equal quality with the 
best gu hemp and at a price not exceeding the average 
price of foreign hemp for five years preceding the pa-sage 
uf the joint resolution respecting contracis for hemp for the 
use of the American navy, approved March 9th, 1848, 4nd 
, That hereafter the Secretary of the Navy, 
n advertising for materials for the navy, shall advertise for 
cordage, sail clot, and ducks manafactured in the United 
States, out of American cotton or hemp, and in receiving 
bids sivall, in all cases, give the preference to the Amer- 
ican manufacture: Provided, The same be in all respects 
equal to the foreign article, and can be procured upon as good 
terms. 

The amendment having been read— 

Mr. MOREHEAD said, that the subject em- 
braced in it had been heretofore fully discussed, 
and it was not his intention, therefore, to detain 
the committee more thana single moment in ex- 
plaining its object. It was an amendment to that 
portion of the bill which made appropriations, 
among other things, for the purchase of hemp. 
He proposed to add a proviso confining the Sec- 
retary of the Navy tothe purchase of American 
water-rotted hemp, if it could be procured of a 
quality re pes to the best quality of the foreign ar- 
ticle, afd at a price not exceeding the average 
price of the foreign article for the last five years. 
That was the law as it now stood. The only 
difference in his amendment was, that the Sec- | 
retary of the Navy was authorized to go into 
open market, and make purchases under the lim- 
itation set forth in the amendment, instead of ma- 
king the purchases by contract alone. This was 
demanded from the Government by the entire 
hemp-growing section of country. ‘They did not 
wish the manufacture of the article to be thrown 
into the hands of those who might be so fortunate 


its agents could procure an article equal to the 
best foreign article, and at the average price of the 


reason why our own producers should not have 
the benefit of the market. The amendment also 
contained a proviso, that in the purchase of duck | 
and other materials made out of hemp and cotton, 
which were necessary to the equipment ofa vessel, 
the Secretary of the Navy should be required, 
where all the circumstances were equal, to give 


could be procured as good and on as fair terms as 
the foreign article. Surely there could be no ob- 
jection to confining the Secretary of the Navy to 
the purchase of our own article, produced in 
our country, and manufactured in our own 
country, where it could be procured of as good a 
quality, and on as fair terms, asthe foreign ar- 
ucle. This was all that was asked. Mr. M. 
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pelled to appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. BURT called for tellers on the appeal. 

Mr. VENABLE. Will the Chair state the 
question ? 

The CHAIRMAN stated the point of order, 
and that the question was on the appeal. 

The amendment of Mr. Monenzan was then 
again read. 

Messrs. Strone and Fowxer were appointed 
tellers, 

The question, ‘Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the House?’’ was taken, 
and the tellers reported—ayes 69, noes 63. 

So the decision was affirmed, and the amendment 
of Mr. Morenrap was ruled out of order. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, moved to amend 


| the item which reads “ for repair of vessels in or- 








enforced the expediency of the adoption of the 
amendment by reference to the great capacity of 
the hemp-growing region to produce this article, 
and to the impulse which these provisions would . 
give to the growth and manufacture of that staple. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, said that the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Kentucky, 
{[Mr. Moreneap,}] was somewhat of an old ac- 
quaintance. 

Mr. BURT interposed to a point of order. He 
submitted that the amendment was fot in order 
under the 81st rule, because it proposed a change 
in existing laws. 

The CHAIRMAN said, if such was the fact, 
the amendment was not in order. 

Mr. BURT said, that his friend from Kentucky 
{Mr. Moreneap} had, in his remarks, admitted 
that the amendment proposed to modify an exist- 
ing law, for he had distinctly pointed out the dif- 
ference between the law as it now stood, and the 
law as the amendment proposed to make it. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said, that a law was passed 
in 1848 authorizing—— « 

Mr. HARRIS, of Lilinois, interposed, and in- 
quired of the Chair, whether the point of order 
was debatable? 

The CHAIRMAN ‘aid it was not. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Hihinois, submitted that the. 


amendment did change ex laws, in this re- 
spect—the existing law required the Secretary of 
the Navy to purchase water-rotted hemp by con- 


tract, whilst the amendment so changed 
the law as to destroy all tion. 

Mr. MOREHEAD made a suggestion, which 
was not fully heard by the ; after which, 


The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 


| dinary, and for wear and tear of vessels in com- 


mission, including fuel for steamers and the pur- 
chase of hemp, $1,750,000,” so as to made it read 
‘** for repair of vessels in ordinary, and for wear 
and tear of vessels in commission, including fuel 


| for steamers, and the purchase of American water- 
rotted hemp, to be bought by thé Secretary in 


open market, $1,750,000: Provided, The price of 
the American hemp shail not exceed the average 
price of the foreign article for the last five years.” 

Mr. HARRIS, of Lilinois, raised the same point 
of order as had been made by the gentleman from 
Gouth Carolina (Mr. Burt] against the previous 
amendment. The present amendment, he said, 
effected precisely the same object as the previous 
amendment. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, said, the section 
he proposed to amend directed thata certain quan- 


| tity of hemp should be purchased; his amendment 
| merely directed the manner in which it should be 


purchased. 

The CHAIRMAN sustained the point of order, 
and ruled the amendment out of order 

_Mr. MOREHEBAD. I appeal from that de- 

cision. 

The question being on the appeal, * 

Tellers were asked and ordered, and Messrs. 
Puevrs and Conwin were appointed. 

‘The question was taken, and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 61, noes 75. 

The CHAIRMAN. The vote is—ayes 61, noes 
75. So the decision of the Chair is overruled, and 
the previous decision of the committee is reversed. 


| [A laugh. ] 


The question recurring, Shall the amendment of 
the gentleman from Kentucky be agreed to ?— 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, said he did not 
propose to make a speech on this subject. He 
was satisfied that the whole Flouse understood the 
proposition. His colleague had properly explained 
it. It was unnecessary to say anything on the 
subject. He desired, however, to modify his 
amendment. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, opposed the amend- 
ment. As he had before remarked, the present 
proposition was substantially the proposition of 
the other gentieman from Kentucky. It was noth- 
ing more nor less than a proposition to change the 
existing law by which the navy was furniwhed 
with hemp. The existing law required that Ameri- 
can mene should be purchased, if it could be ob- 
tained of equal quality with foreign hemp, and at 
@ price not exceeding the average price of the for- 
eign for the last five years. But how was it pro- 
cured under the existinglaw? As beef, Dork, and 
every other article for the use of the navy was 
procured—by contract from ihe lowest bidder. 
This amendment proposed to give the Secretary 
of the Navy the power to send his agents where 
he pleased, and to buy of whom he pleased, being 
responsible to no one and acting under no law. 
In other words, it was a proposition to throw the 
whole amount of patronage that could be derived 
from this article into the hands of the Secretary of 
the Navy for the tume being—to be distributed to 
his pets and favorites. It was a most outrageous 
proposition, reversing the whcle practice of the 
Government. if adopted, in reference to this arti- 
cle, it should be in reference to ail other erticles 
which were purchased for the use of the navy, 
Like the gentieman from Kentucky, he (Mr. H.) 
re ted a large hemp-growing constituency, 
and he demanded for them a fair, open market, 
in which they could compete, on terms of equality, 
with others. Under this amendment those who 
happened to have the most influence with the 
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Secretary of the Navy for the time being, would 
secure the monopoly of the market, and upon 


| furnish <he hemp to the Government, 
whether under contract or in open market. And 


such terms as the Secretary should see fit to give || it was now propased to alter the existing law, 


to hie favorites. He understood that the late Sec- 
retary of the Navy, in total disregard of the pro- 
visions of the existing law, had refused to adver- 


tiee for contracts for the purchase of hemp, waiting || choose to give. 


ull this bil came up, and this proposition was 


offered; and in consequence the navy had now no |) 
hemp on hand. No hemp had been purchased | 


for » year or.a year and a half, for the reason that 
they wanted to procure itin this manner, and leave 
the Secretary to act as he pleased—entirely inde- 
pendent of any accountability. 


distursement of money for the navy, and leave the 
Secretary of the Navy to pay out ten or twelve 
millions of dollars, to whom he pleased, under the 
control of no law. He believed it was only neces- 


sary to cali the attention of the committee to the 


features of the amendment to secure its unquali- 
fied condemnation. 
Mr. HALL offered an amendment to the amend- 


ment, providitg ** that the amount so purchased || 


shall not exceed 500 tons per annum.” 


| which threw the market open to fair and honora- 
| ble competition, and give to favorites the supply- 


|| ing of hemp, on such terms as the Secretary might 


If this was to be || 
done, let them follow out the principle, repeal all | 
laws relative to the procuring of supplies and the | 


| 





Mr. HALL stated that the gentleman from Illi- | 


nois [Mr. Harris} was mistaken, if he sup- 
posed that the hemp-growers asked for this 
change of the law as a favor. 
ark no favors of the Government. But heretofore 
a resolution was passed, directing the Secretary of 
the Navy to enter into contracts for supplying the 
nevy with water-rotted hemp for the term of five 
years. This water-rotted hemp, chus supplied, is 
subjected to a variety of tests. The farmers 


who grow the hemp are not always prepared, or || 


always willing to subject their products to these 
tests. Under this law, the Speculators have mo- 
nopolized the supply of the navy. Ne contract 
has been entered into with the farmers. 

The proposition which has now been made is, 
that the Secretary of the Navy shall go into the 


open market for his supplies of hemp for the pub- || 


lic service. There the grower can come to the 
navy agent and teli him, “I will supply you with 
® given quantity of hemp at a certain price.” 
The navy agent is there to receive the offer, to 
examine the article, and to make the contract di- 
rectly with the farmer. ‘The amendment involved 
no principle of protection. Its only object is, to 
enable the Secretary to go into the open market 
for his hemp, instead of throwing the supply for 
the service into the hands of a few speculators in 
New York. There is no protection in the amend- 
ment. if there had been any, he would have re- 
pudiated the proposition. he existing law com- 
p-ls the Secretary of the Navy to go to these spec- 
ulators. While they continue in operation, our 
farmers can never geta coniract for supplying the 
navy with hemp. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Hlinois. The gentieman 
from Missouri [Mr. Hat} says, under the ex- 
imting law the farmers cannot take the contract 
for hemp; and therefore that the entire benefits 
of the contracts go to speculators. If thisis a 
good objection, it is equally good against the sys- 
tem which is uniformly practiced in furrishing 
supplies of beef, pork, lumber, and of every other 
article produced in this country, which is required 
for the use of the navy. 

Mr. SEANTON, of Kentucky, asked whether 
or not it had been the policy of the Government 
and the practice of the Secretary of the Navy to 
buy this hemp in open market? 

Me. HARRIS replied, that it was the practice of 
the Secretary to buy in open market, until its op- 
eration became intolerable. Onder that system 
the article was purchased of the friends of the 
Secretary—of pets and hangers-on, those who 
came and curried favor here—inatead of leaving 
the market open to fair, honorable competition, as 
it; was with reference to every other article; and 
hence arose the necessity for the change of the law 
which took place in 1848. 

The gentieman said, tbat under the contract sys- 
tem, the farmers could not take the contracts. He 
(Mr. H.) wished to know if the gentleman pro- 
posed to send the Government agentsabout to buy 
the crop of every farmer who raised two, three, or 
five vons? This would be utterly impracticable. 
‘There would be hemp-dealers who would buy the 
hemp in small tities of the farmer, as they 
bough: his » pork, &c.; and these dealers 


The hemp-growers | 





He wanted to know if the House 
was prepared to sacction a principle so utterly in 
conflict with all good policy? He had confidence 
that it would not receive the favor of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. HALL withdrew his amendment to the 
| amendment. 

The question recurring upon the amendment of 
Mr. Strantron— 

Mr, ALLEN moved to amend the amendment 
of Mr. Stanton by striking out of the proviso 
| the words “‘ for the last five years,’’ and inserting 


|| the words *‘at the time of purchase,’’ so as to 


| make it read, “‘ that the price of the American 
| hemp shall not exceed the average price of the for- 
eign article at the time of purchase.” 

Mr. A. opposed the proposition, on the ground 
that it carried the high protective principle into 
effect on one article of domestic produce, while 
| other articles of domestic industry were left with- 
out equal benefit. The Secretary of the Navy is 
| to prefer domestic hemp whenever it can be pur- 
| chased on as good terms as the price that the for- 
eigo article has borne within five years past. What 
| has been the price of the foreign article? It has 


|| ranged as high as double the price of the domestic 





| hemp. The Secretary, therefore, might be com- 
| pelled to prefer the domestic article even at a price 
| a little less than double its present market value. 
| The amendment goes back in its operation, so as 
to cover the period when the foreign hemp was at 
| this high rate. It would, therefore, have the effect 
of getting a species of high protection to the do- 
mestic hemp. He was opposed to this mode of 
| granting high protection to one article, while others 
| equally entitled were not included in the same 
| privilege. Let hemp be placed on the same foot- 
ing with the cotton fabrics of the East, and the 
iron of Pennsylvania, so as to make the system 
| operate fairly and equally on all. He was opposed 
to any attempt to introduce a partial and unequal 
protection through the medium of an appropria- 
tion bill. 

Mr. MARSHALL. The constituents of the 
honorable member from Massachusetts will re- 
ceive his proposition with quite as much astonish- 
ment as it produces here. The people of Massa- 
chusetts do not merely ask encouragement to do- 
mestic industry, but their accepted doctrine has 
been ‘* protection to labor.” How will they be 
surprised to learn thata Representative from their 
midst deliberately proposes to edopt, asa regulation 
appied to the staple of hemp, the free-trade doc- 
trine that Government should bay where itcan buy 
cheapest, and sell where it can sell dearest. The gen- 
tleman seems not to be willing to regulate prices by 
the average of the best foreign article, through a 
seies of years past; but desires to base that regulation 
upon the actual price of the foreign article through 
years to come, and therefore, of course, upon the 
price of the labor of Russia and Italy. What 
makes up the price of the foreign article? The 

rice of production and the demand for it in mar- 

et. When the foreign want is satisfied, exporta- 
tion commences. The surplus comes to our market 
ready for sale, often at a price our growers cannot 
stand, and subject to constant fluctuations, with 
which our people should have no concern. But this 
amendment does not suit the gentleman, because 
Massachusetts yarns and cloths and Pennsylvania 
iron are notembraced. He proposes to construct 
an omnibus, in which the great interests he in part 
represents shall have a safe passage through the 
hails of legislation. He seems to have grown dis- 
trustful, and complains of a tariff, unless he has 
@ present share in its provisions. Mr. Chairman, 
the amendment has no feature of the tariff. The 
law now requires the Secretary to advertise, and 
that he may make contracts for five years, pro- 
vided the price equals the average price of the best 
foreign article for five years prior to the of 
the resolutions. This regulation has been waly 80 
far modified as to bring the average to that of the 
foreign for five years now just passed, and the 
material addition of taking the open market, in- 
stead of allowing the speculator to intervene the 
Government and the grower. We do ask the 
Government to prefer our article at the fixed price, 
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and { submit that when the House consid lere th: 
inducements heretofore held out to oun farm 
invest in machinery preparatory to the business . 
water rotting-hemp, and the fact that under the 
tract system they have been compelled to he | 
their crops on hand, there should be no hesitatice 
in passing this proposition, and in overrylin the 7 
of 7. gentleman from por armangape is 
€ question was stated to be o ing 

smendment : theamendment, "S ‘the 

he amendment to : 
an t the amendment wag again 

Mr. HARRIS, of Miinois, called fo 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs, Aceon 
Durkee were appointed, , 
_, The question was then taken, an 
Shica-Larven 57, noes 78. Sor thoes 

So the amendment to the amendm 
sens h 

e question then recurred on agreei 

jenamiees of Mr. Sranton, of ~ ater - = 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, called for teliers 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Corwiy and 
Rosinson were appointed. 

Mr. CLEVELAND called for the re 
the amendment, and it was again read. 

The question was then taken, and the rote 
stond—ayes 76, noes 51. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama, offered the followins 
amendment, to come in at the end of the twenty. 
fifth line: ‘ 

“ Provided, further, That the Secretary of the Navy shall 
substitute cotton (in the whole or _part) in liew of hemp 
when he may think it to the best interest of the Gover. 
ment.” : 

Mr. C. said, he was desirous to deel fairly with 
all interests. Ifthe Secretary of the Navy, in the 
exercise of hia discretion, should at any time de. 
sire to substitute cotton for hemp, let him do 90. 
He for one, was willing that the experiment should 
be made. Did time permit him now to go into the 
subject, he could demonstrate that in many jp. 
stances in which hemp is now used, cotton might 
be advantageously substituted. At present, how. 
ever, he merely desired to throw the idea before 
the country, in order that it might be thought of, 
If it should be approved by public opinion, it 
could hereafter be taken up in a more serious mao- 


ner. 

Mr. BAYLY. I simply wish to remark that 
the amendment is entirely unnecessary. The Sec- 
retary of the Navy does now possess the authority 
contemp'ated by it. 

The question was taken, and the amendment of 
Mr. Coss was rejected. 


Mr. SCHENCK moved to amend the bil! by 
inserting therein the following: 

Provided, That in addition to the usual duties performed 
by the inspecting or receiving officers or agents at the points 
where c..al may hereafter be delivered under contracts with 
the Government for the use of the navy, the Secretary of 
the Navy shall have authority to appoint inspectors of coal 
to examine the quality thereof at the mines where produced, 
or at the shipping port nearest the place of production, ia 
order to determine, in each case, whether the quality of 
such coal is in contormity with the contract, and proper to 
be forwarded; and for meeting the expenses of such in- 
spection a sum not exceeding one thousand dollars is hereby 
appropriated.” 

Mr. SCHENCK briefly explained the object of , 
the amendment, and the evil which it proposed to 
remedy. He could scarcely be heard on the left 
of the Chair, but he was understood to point out 
the inconveniences and losses arising from the \0- 
ferior quality of the coal which might be delivered. 
The purchase was made by samples, and the 
article when delivered was often unequal to the 
sample. The place of delivery might be abroad— 
in the Pacific, or elsewhere; and the vessels weit 
compelled either to take what was furnished, how 
ever inferior the article might be, or be left with- 
out coal. The object of the amendment was 
secure an inspection, in advance, either ot the 
mines or at the nearest shipping ports. 

Mr. STRONG said he would undertake too 
sert, that if the Government were to send the most 
intelligent man in the country to any anthracite cos! 
mine, it would be found that it would not be in his 
power to make such an inspection as would ve of 
any value whatsoever. hen the Government 
entered into a contract for the purchase of cos! 
they purchased it by sample—the sample repre 
senting the av qualit- «f coal taken from * 
particular mine. Those wi “ere acquainted with 
the mining operations in authracite coal mines, 
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was utterly im ible to inspect coal in 
bt oe. The culed of the coal depended en- 
” upon its freedom from slate and other impu- 
a and it required picking. No doubt those 
vie the difficulties which the honorable gentle- 
e from Ohio suggested ; no doubt in many cases 
oat coal was contractec for by sample, more im- 
v nities than were anticipated were found in it when 
Privered. But nothing could be gained by send- |) 
ing inspectors to the mines. pol 
+, WHITE said it was not proposed to in- 
t the coal at the mines, but after it was mined. 
Mr. STRONG intimated that the gentleman 
wald not be acquainted with mining operations. 
Mr. WHITE was understood to say that he had 
yaited various mines, and was thoroughly ac- | 
yainted with mining operations. 
q Mr. STRONG. if my friend has had such op- |) 
sortunities for information on this subject, | am 
wrry he has not improved them in a better man- 


ner. 

He proceeded to say that coal was never brought 
out and deposited in any quantities at the mouth | 
of the mines, for the very obvious reason of avoid- | 
ing the necéssity of a double handling of it. The 
amendment, then, of the gentleman from Ohio | 
vould not accomplish the object for which it was 
designed. Amy inspeciton of coal must be at the | 
der6is, canal boats, or vessels, whence and by | 
which it was transported; and the officers already | 
appointed under existing laws were adequate for 
sch inspection. There was no necessity, there- || 
fore, for authorizing an increase of the number of 
appointees and of expenditures. 

The question being on agreeing to the amend- 
ment of Mr. Scnencx— 

Mr. SCHENCK called for tellers. 

The committee refused to order tellers. 

The question was taken, and decided in the neg- 
ative. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. CHANDLER moved the following amend- 
ment: 

Provided, That in addition to the usual duties performed || 
by the inspecting or receiving officers or agents, at the | 
points where coal may hereafter be delivered under con- 
tacts with the Government for the use of the Navy, the | 








| 


Secretary of the Navy shall have authority to appoint in- 
apectors of coal, not to exceed five in number, to examine 
the quality thereof at the mines where produced, or at the 
shipping port nearest the place of production, in order to | 
determine in each case Whether the quality of such coal is 
in conformity with the contract, and proper to be forwarded: 
and for meeting the expenses of such inspection a sum not 
exceeding one thousand dollars is hereby appropriated. 


Mr. RICHARDSON raised the point, that the 
amendment was not in order, as it proposed an ap- 
propriation which was not authorfzed by law. 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order. 


The question being on agreeing to the amend- 
ment— 


| may deem more advisable, providing ‘he consideration for 
| the removal of said wreck shall not exceed the sum of eighty | 
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performed by these officers if they faithfully dis- } 
charged their duties; and the inspection should be | 
at the vessels by which it was exported. He | 
therefore saw no necessity whatever for the ap- | 
pointment of new officers to do these duties. 


Mr. SCHENCK moved an amendment to the 1 
amendment, by striking therefrom as follows: 


“In meeting the expenses of such inspection, asum not 
exceeding $1,000 is hereby appropriated.” 


Mr. 8, said, the object of the amendment | 
which he had offered was to have the coal ex- 
amined before being conveyed to the port where | 
it was to be delivered. When coal was delivered | 
at a foreign port under a contract, and found to be 


|| of inferior quality, it was then too late to remedy || 


the defect. His proposition was, that the quality | 
of the coal should be ascertained and established | 
before being shipped. The coal-producers them. | 
selves not only assented to the proposition, but | 
they earnestly desired that it should be adopted as 
a matter of protection to their own interests as | 
well as the interests of the Government. i 
The question being taken on the amendment to || 
the amendment, it was rejected. 
The question recurring on the original amend- 
ment, it was taken, and the amendment was not 
agreed to. 


Mr. WHITE offered the following, to come in 
between the 25th and 26th lines: 


*¢ For the removal of the wreck of the steam-frigate Mis- | 
souri, lying in the harbor of Gibraltar, forty thousand dol- 
lars, to be paid out of the appropriation for construction, 
equipment, and repairs; and the Secretary of the Navy is 
hereby authorized and required to contract with Edward R. 
Robinson and associates, for the removal of said wreck | 
upon the plan of Captain George W. Taylor to the Secretary 
of the Navy, and by the Secretary of the Navy to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, or such other plan as the Secretary 


thousand dollars, and ample security being given for the | 
faithful performance of the contract.”’ 


Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, raised the point of | 
order, that the amendment was not in order, be- | 
cause it proposed an appropriation to remove an 
obstruction in a foreign harbor. 

Mr. WHITE remarked that the gentleman was | 
mistaken in supposing that the amendment pro-. 





|| posed to make an appropriation, or at least to add | 


anything to the amount of appropriations in the | 
bill. The amount to be paid-was to be taken from 
the fund appropriated for the bureau of construc- | 
tion, equipment, and repair. 

Mr. BROWN. My point of order is, that it is 
legislating on a subject that is not necessary to 
carry out the practical operations of the navy. It | 
is not an appropriation for the support of the | 


navy. 
The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order, 
and decided that the amendment was in order. 
Mr. WHITE gave a succinct statement of | 





Mr. CHANDLER. It was the same proposition 
which had been offered by his friend from Ohio, 
(Mr. Scuenck,] with the addition that the number 
of inspectors of coal should not exceed five. The 
cost of these inspectors to the Government would 
be trifling, while the advantages would be great. 
When coal is contracted for, to be delivered at a 
foréign port, and it turns out to be inferior to the 
specimen, there is no means of redress, as it is too 
late for the contract to be abandoned or annulled. 
The object of the amendment is to provide for 
the means of inspecting the coal before it leaves 
the country, 80 as to protect the Government 
against disappointment. It may sometimes hap- 
pen that a voyage, say to Cuba, or to any other 
port, may be defeated for want of fuel, owing to 
the inferiority of the coal furnished. It is to pre- 
ventany such failure that he had offered his amend- 
ment. Its adoption would be a great convenience 
‘o the Government. It was desirable for all par- 
es that inspectors should be appointed, as no coal 
company would feel its interests promoted b 
supplying a coal inferior to the sample on which 
the contract’was made. It was the ordinary and | 
Correct course in Government contracts, to provide 
inspectors at a moderate salary, on whose report 
the contracts are confirmed. 

Mr. STRONG, in opposition to the amendment, 
Said, it was very general in its terms. If the ob- 
Ject was to secure the delivery of coal in compli- 
ance with contract in foreign ports, why not 
Specify it? We had now a class of officers receiv- 
wi very large salaries, employed in the purchase 
of Government stores of various kinds, for the 
use of the navy. The inspection of coal might be 


what had occurred in regard to this wreck. He 
said that on the 26th of August, 1846, the steam | 
frigate Missouri, while lying in the harbor of Gib- | 
raltar, took fire, and was burned to the water’s 
edge. The hull sunk, and it had been lying in 
that condition from that day to this, notwithstand- 
ing repeated movements on the part of this Gov- 
ernment for the removal of the wreck, which 
| formed an obstruction to the navigation in that 
harbor. A contract had been made, he said, for 
its removal, with a man of the name of Lovett, 
who had entirely failed to accomplish the object of 
the contract, and had finally abandoned the under- 
taking, leaving the wreck in a worse condition than 
it was at first. The Secretary of the Navy, on the 
2 of May last, had submitted to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs a report that was made by Mr. 
George W. ‘Taylor, who had been employed by 


the Government to make an examination or inves- || 


tigation into the condition of the remaining part 
of the vessel, &c. The report was avery vain- 
minous one, describing the positior. of the wreck, |) 
and giving, at the same time, a statement of |, 
all the difficulties connected with its removal. | 
Mr. Taylor had suggested a plan which had met | 
the approval of the Secretary of the Navy, and 
which had been by him submitted to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, and that committee had 
directed him (Mr. W.) to offer this amend- 


carry out the design as d ia the report of 
Mr. Taylor. He would send to the Clerk to be 
read, the letter from the Secretary of the Navy to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, relating to this 
subject. Since the action of the committee on the 


: the lowest bidder. 


ment to the navy appropriation bill, in order to | 
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subject, it had been brought to the consideration 
of the present Secretary of the Navy, and he had 
addressed a note to the chairman of the committee, 
submitting the proposition that the work should 
be given by contract to the lowest bidder, that the 
Secretary of the Navy should be authorized to 
advertise for proposals, and give the contract to 
The proposition was submit- 
ted to the committee, whether it would be advisa- 
ble to adopt the plan proposed, and the committee 
concluded to submit this amendment, and leave it 
to the House to decide. The difficulty that sug- 
gested itself to the committee was, that if propo- 
sals were advertised for, persons who were unap- 
prised of the difficulties to be encountered might 
engage in the work, and that the result might be 
that instead of the amount recommended here to 
be appropriated, this Government would have to 
pay a hundred or a hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars. He asked that the letter of the Secretary 
roight be read. 

The five minutes to which the gentleman was 
entitled having expired, the letter was not read, 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, offered the 
following asa substitute for the amendment of the 





|| gentleman from New York: 
| 


“That the Secretary of the Navy be authorized to enn- 
tract with Sanwel F. Butterworth, of New York, fr the 


|| raising of the wreck of the steamer Missouri: Provided, 
|, That no more than $60,000 shall be paid for the raising and 


delivery of the wreck, and no more than $20,000 shall be 
fidvanced before the delivery of the wreck into the hands 


|| of the agents of the Government.” 


Mr. T. said it appeared to him that if it was the 
duty of this Government to remove this wreck, it 
ought to be done at the smallest possible cost. 

Mr. BAYLY was opposed to the substitute of- 
fered by the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. 
Tuompson,] and in favor of the original amend- 
ment. He suspected that the gentleman from 
Mississippi did not understand the amendment. ft 
merely gave authority to the Secretary of the Navy 
to enter into a contract for the raising of the frigate 
Missouri. He, of course, would take care that 
the work was executed before he paid the con- 
tractor. It had been said that if it is not intended 
to pay for this work in advance, why is this ap- 
propriation made? Now, every one must Know 
that no contract can be advantageously made by 
the Government unless there has been an appro- 
priation previously made for the work. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, asked, Why 

| not, then, make the whole appropriation at the be- 


|| ginning? 


Mr. BAYLY resumed. Enough was appro- 
| priated, in the present instance, to let the contractor 
see that he would not be altogether dependent on 
the action of a future Congress for his remunera- 
| tion. He would never undertake a contract with 
| this Government Onless afi appropriation waa pre- 
| viously made, for who could tel! whether a future 
| Congress may not refuse to pay for the work? He 
| had been consulted about thisamendment. He wae 
| opposed to taking any money out of the Treasury 
| by an additional appropriation for this object. 
But he had assented, on condition that it should 
be taken out of the appropriation for the Bureau 
of Construction and Repair. The amendment, 
therefore, had been so framed as not to be an ap- 
propriation directly from the Treasury, but out of 
money appropriated for the Bureau of Construc- 
tion, Equipment, and Repair. 

Mr. HUBBARD said the gentleman,from Vir- 
ginia had intimated that Congress was not always 

disposed to pay for the work performed under con- 
traces He desired to ask that gentleman if he 
| could point out a single instance in which Congreds 
| had repudiated any engagement of the kird. 
Mr. BAYLY said he could. There was a re- 
| cent ease in which the gentleman from Alabama 
|| had himself voted withthe majority. He alluded 
to the bill by which Congress had repudiated the 
engagement made by a previous Congress, for the 
payment of the claims of the officers of the Virginia 
Cominental line. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved to 
amend the amendment by striking out ‘* ¢40,000,’” 
and inserting “ $45,000. - 

He did this for the purpose of making a single 
remark. He thought that, after all which had 
transpired as to the wreck of the frigate Missouri, 
every one must be satisfied that it is the duty of the 
Government to have it removed. It isnot altogether 
certain that this wreck, which now lies in such a 
position as to be injurious to the British Govern- 
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ment, by obstructing the harbor of Gibraltar, wes | means given by the appropriation bill to our navy 
not occasioned by the carelessness of our own offi- || for the present year, and with so many officers 
cers, He did not mean to be understood as stating || who want employment somewhere, we cannot find 
that such was the fact. He believed thatthe Brit- || energy and industry enough in the service to dig 
ish Government was satisfied that we intend to re- || up the ruins they have made, not by fighting, but 
move this wreck, He did notkaow whether or not || by frolicking with the enemy? e have got 


i 


our Government had given any piedge to that effect. ] plenty of ships, plenty of men, and high scientific 
The gentleman from Miasissippi (Mr. Tuompson]} | skill enough on hand, yet we are seriously dis- 
was mistaken as tothe character of the amend- || cussing who shall be employed in raising this 


ment. He did not propose to pay this appropria- || 
tion in advance. The amendment did not even || 


frigate. 


Mr, BAYLY said, if we send our navy to Gib- | 


bind the Seeretary of the Navy to take either the || raltar, and our officers are of the character given 
pian of Mr. Taylor or the plan of Mr. Butter- || them by the gentleman from Ohio, how much 


worth. Some time ago, the Secretary of the Navy | w 


(Mr. Mason) sent Mr. Taylor to Gibraltar for the | 


ould the experiment cost the Government? 
Mr. CARTTER replied, that it might cost as 


purnose of ascertaining whether the Missouri | much as the trip of their predecessors cpst. Their 
could be raised. The expense of this trip was | predecessors sunk one frigate, they would sink the 
about two or three thousand dollars. On his re- | balance. 


tarn, Mr. Taylor reported a pian for the raising of || 
the frigate, which had been submitted to the Sec- || 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, made a 


|| few remarks in opposition to the amendment. He 
retary of the Navy, and had received his approval,-|| was of opinion that our Government was not | 


as well as the approval of the bureau. He believed || bound by any~ principle of international law, nor 
Mr. Butterworth had never been at Gibraltar, and, || by any usage of courtesy between nations, to 


of course, bad never seen the wreck. 


| raise this wreck. He regretted that such an idea 


Mr. HOWARD. He had been there, and had | should have been started here. We are not re- 


seen the wreck. 


| sponsible, under any code, for disasters attributable 


Mr. STANTON, (resuming,) admitted that it || only to the actof God. He entreated the commit- 
might be so. The Secretary of the Navy would | tee to cease discussing these amendments. There 
make no contract until he had seena plan. He || was little probability of getting through the mass of 
referred to an instance in which a contractor with || business before us, if we lose time in this way. 


the Government had obtained all that was of any-| 


The amendment to the amendment was then re- 


value, and then abandoned his contract. The Sec- | jected. 


retary was not bound to accept any particular || 


he may consider the best. 
Mr. JONES said he was opposed to this amend- | 


Mr. SACKETT moved to amend by striking || 
plan. He could adopt such as, after examination, || out a portion thereof, which was not audible to || 
|| the Reporter. 

He was altogether apeeene (he said) to making | 
ment, and to all the other amendments to the || any contract on the sub 


amendment. He was opposed to the appropria- || open to the Secretary to act according to his own 
tion of any money for this object. He did notun- || discretion. He was opposed to a contract. How 
derstand that it was with a view to the removal of | could the House make a contract, when it is with- 
the obstruction from the harbor of Gibraltar that || out any information relating to the subject? Here 
this appropriation was desired. He believed that | was a proposition to give a contract to an indi- 


the object of Secretary Mason was to recover the || vidual, and we are in utter ignorance concerning | 


property lost in the Missouri, and he had no idea | the subject on which we propose to make a con- 
that we can ever succeed in recovering enough to | tract. We have a Secretary of the Navy, and 

ay the expenses of the raising of the wreck. He | also a board of officers: let the matter be left in 
fooked on the whole business in the light of a spec- | their hands, to be disposed of as their discretion 
ulation. It was a job suggested by some one who || may think best. 


is in want of a contract. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, begged to in- 


Mr. STANTON, as far as he could be heard, | form the gentleman from New York, that the 
stated that the contract had been under the exam- | Government was not ignorant of the facts. They 


ination of the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


|| were in possession of the means of forming a cor- 


Mr. JONES resumed. He had no doubt that || rect judgment. 


the contractor had satisfied the committee and the || 


Mr. SACKETT said, that the Government 


Secretary of his ability to execute the work. Some || might be possessed of the. requisite information, 
reference had been made to the. obligations im- || but the House was not. He desired that the sub- 
posed on our Government by the international law. || ject might be left in the hands of the proper officers. 


Now he did not profess to be very well read in in- | 
ternational law. But he would call on the gen- |, 


The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 
The question was then taken on the substitute 


tleman from Virginia, the ehairman of the Com- || of Mr. Tuomrson, of Mississippi, and it was neg- 
mittee of Ways and Means, to give us his opinion || atived. 


whether, by that law, we are under any obligation || 
to remove wrecks of our vessels, which, by una- 
voidable misfortune, have been cast where they 
obstructed a foreign harbor? Such a doctrine, he 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved to 


‘|| amend the amendment by adding thereto the fol- 
| lowing proviso: 


“ Provided, ‘That no part of this sum shall be paid over to 


' | 

thought, would be a very strange doctrine. ‘There || the contractor ull the work is delivered to the agent of the 
was no one who could suppose that we shall ever || United States: nd provided, That no larger sum than 
raise property to the value of $80,000. And if no | $70,000 shall be paid for the delivery of the same.” 


one entertained this opinion, the only object of the 
amendment must be to give a profitable contract | 
to some person who was in want of a job. 

The quegtion waa then taken on the amendment | 


The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 
The question was then taken on the amend- 


ment of Mr. Wuire, and it was not agreed to. 


Mr. BAYLY, from the Committee of Waysand 


moved by Mr. Stanton to the amendment, and it || Means, moved to insert in the bill the following 
was decided in the negative. || lkems 


Mr. CARTTER moved to amend the amend- | 


« For meteorological observations, to be conducted under 


ment by substituting in lieu thereof the follow- || the direction of the Secretary of the Navy, $2,000,” 


ing: | 


He stated that this item had been omitted acci- 


«That the Secretary of the Mery detail a sufficient force | dentally when the bill was reported by the Com- 


frou: the navy for raising the wreck of the Missouri,” 


|| mittee of Ways and Means, He hoped that no 


He regarded this whole matter of the loss of the || further explanation would be necessary. 


frigate Missouri as a beautiful commentary on the || 
efficiency of our navy. The officers of t 


Mr. JONES said he wished that the item should 


e Mis- 1 be made to express what was really intended by 


souri went on shore, and the crew burnt the ves- | it, The appropriation, as is well known, is to 


sel. And now there was one gentleman who had | pay a salary to Mr. Espy for making and regula- 
come before us with a proposition to raise the | ting storms. 


wreck of the frigate for ,000, and another with | 


r, BAYLY replied, that this appropriation 


an offer to do it for $70,000.- And we are geerey, | had nothing to do with storms. Mr. Eapy had 


discussing these rs, and considering w 


ich of || been for some time engaged in some very interest- 


them we shail accept, while we have numbers of || ing experiments of a scientific character. Every 
idie navy officers, who are in want of something || one who had been acquainted with his efforts could 
to employ them, And what service could reflect | bear testimony to his high reputation as a man of 
more credit on the officers of the navy, than to set | science. The gentleman from Tennessee may 
them a. work to dig out their own ruins? Was it '| rest assured that this appropriation has nothing to 
possible that, with the heavy force of men and |) do with storms. 





ject. He would leave it | 








-copper, stones, chemicals, 


Mr. JONES moved to amend amend 
by king ot the words Tabi te — 
vations _inserting * fo . - 
Esp, ng storm king ao r the salary of M. 
r. aryland ; 
marks, which were bot distinctly besrde ie or 
of the scientific acquirements of Mr. Espy; a 
that his labors during the last two years j ~ 
science of meteorology had been dietin ne 
discoveries of the highest importance to the —e 
and had obtained for him everywhere a 


. 
and well-merited reputation. very high 
the amendmen: 


The question was then taken on 
submitted by Mr. Jones to the amendment of M 
Bay.y, and it was decided in the negative, 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved to amend 
a by striking out $2,000, and insert. 

e made this motion for the purpose 
a single word. He desired to Sedte wee 
that his friends on that side of the House 
not vote against this appropriation. — It was for an 
object of the greatest importance. The results of 
the experiments for which it is required are op! 
at present in the process of development, but will 
soon be disclosed to the world. He was deep) 
impressed with the importance of the subject nt 
the necessity for the appropriation. It involves a 
very small amount, and that ought to be granted 
without hesitation. Although his colleague and 
some of his friends had usually resisted these ap. 
propriations for scientific purposes, they had gen- 
erally been granted, and he hoped this would not 
be withheld. 

Mr. STANTON wished to withdraw his amend. 
ment, but an objection was made, which was pot 
heard by the Chair until he had decided that the 


5 
pe 
would 


/ amendment was withdrawn. From this decision 
| of the Chair an appeal.was made by Mr. JONES 

and tellers were demanded. The question was 
| then taken on the decision of the Chair, and it was 
| sustained—ayes 78, noes 44. 


The question was then taken on the amendment 
offered by Mr. Bayty, and it was decided in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved to in- 

crease the sum appropriated for the purchase of 
books, maps, and charts for the hy drographical 
office, from $4,125 to a sum not heard by the Re- 
porter, - ‘ 
Mr. S. stated that he did not mean to say any- 
thing on the subject in addition to what he had 
said during the discussion which had already taken 
place on the subject of the Observatory. But to 
fill up the five minutes -allowed to him, he would 
send to the Clerk a letter which he desired to have 
read for the information of the committee. 

The letter was read. 

Mr. JONES said that the estimates for this es- 
tablishment had been submitted at an early period 
of the session, amounting to $52,351. Upon an 
examination of these estimates, however, the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means had reduced the 
amount to $35,135. For the first item, being for 


the purchase and repair of instraments, the com- ' 


mittee had reported an appropriatiun of the same 
amount as was estimated; for the next item the 
committee reduced about one-half, and so on, 
making a reduction in the whole amount of about 
$17,000, and leaving the amoudt appropriated 
something over $35,000. This the committee 
considered would be ample for all the necessary 
purposes connected with this Observatory. 

The question was taken on ghe amendment and 
it was not agreed to, . 

Mr, STANTON, of Tennessee, moved to in- 
crease the sum appropriated for heahieg. tw 
binding the books, maps, and charts, for the hy- 


drographical office, and for printing and publishing J 
hydrographical surveys and astronomical obser-. 


vations, from $4,600 to $9,200; which amendment 
was negatived. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved 


amend the,item appropriating $7,500 for copying 


extracts from old sea journals for the wind a 
current charts, and for continuing the ongrarng, 
and publication of the same, including cost 
paper, &ec., in the Na- 
tional Observatory, by increasing the sum @ 
$15,000; which amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. BAYLY moved to insert after the word 
“machinery,” in the 58th line, the words * with 
the patent-right to use the same.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 
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